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LETTER I. 

MISS ISABELLA CLIFFORD 

T o 

MISS EMILIA CLIFFORD. 


May 3 . 

Yo U afk me, my dear fifter, how 
I fpend my time here; 1 afllirc you, 
in the mod agreeable manner ima* 
ginable. Neville Place is fituated, 
perhaps, in the mod dedreable fpot in 
the kingdom; at lead to me it ap. 
pe^ fo.—^Here are aU f^he beauti^l 
Iceiies that woods, lawns, and dreams 
can afford; all that variety of plea/ure, 
fttttate iu nil and dak, which me poet* 
Vot. I. B lays 
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jays that earth derives from heaven: 
I know not whence he pretended to 
’djraw his authoriw s^but as fati as k 
Woman can judge, a whole globe cdh- 
fifting of nothing but one vaft bound- 
Icfs plain, would afford but an infipid 
fatisfa^on. Variety is the eflence of 
delight, and it is therefore, I fuppofe, 
that our fex, who are on all hands 
allowed to be competent judges of 
pleafure, are fo much taken with it. 

But to return.—The houfe which 
Sir John’s father rebuilt, is a ftruAure 
In which elegance and fimplicity feem 
to vie with each other. It is fituate 
almoft on the brow of a gently riling 
hill, with a lofty wood behind, which 

ihelters It from the northern wind, while 
the trees riling gradually one above 
another in a lemicircular direction, 
form a kindj^ fylvan theatre. In 
front, there ti« long walk lhadcd by 
trees, which by an eaiy afcent leads 
up to this charming manfion. 
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Sir John* is one of thofe who joins 
an eafy elegance of manners to all the 
open freedom of Britilh hofpitality. 
Moft happy in a country life, he is yet 
qualified to (hine in courts or camps, 
nor docS he through peevillinefs or 
afil^dtion pretend to defpiie the pK‘a- 
fures of life, or refufe occafionally to 
vifit the metropolis, though neither 
his age nor diipoficion render it fo 
agreeable to him as to thole who take 
up their refidence in that feene of 
mingled Ifdendour and confufion. 

His Lady, who appears above ten 
years younger than himielf, yet mar* 
ried him for love, and at this time en¬ 
tertains the moft tender alfedion for 
hitm I need not tell you that they 
have one daughter, the fair Cccil’a, 
but as you have never feen thla young 
beauty, you will not be!^il|>leafed if I 
attempt to deferibe her. Wonnen, 
you know, my dear, afa leldom par. 
tnl in favour of their own fex in theie • 
qptters, and indeed, 1 have often 

B 2 found 
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found a hundred faults with thofe 
whom the men were pleaied to call 
beauties; but m juftice to the Baronet’s 
daughter, I muft conftfs that is not 
the Cafe. She is both the men’s and 
the v»omen’s beauty •, both feem alike 
to admiif htr ; nor do I at prclcnt 
know one of the latter that has (hewn 
any ligns of entertaining what is p'o- 
pcrly called tnvy againfl Jier. 

This lady is now only in her feven- 
uenthyear, ^et 1 proteft, Emily, fhc 
is far beyond your filler, who has 

leen feven good years more, in feriouf- 
ncls of deportment. At the fame time 
there is not the lead cither of the rigid 
or the iifftSed in her.behaviour, which 
though generally grave, is never fc- 
verc, and always proves pleadng and 
engaging. — As to herperfon, (he is at 
prefent neither tall nor fhort, but 
rather inclinable to the former than tlie 
latter. Her face is a fine oval, in 
\v hich are deferibed fome of the mo-d 
delicate features in the world. TI^.j 

m A ^ 
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lily and the rofe vie in her cheek, her 
blue eyes are at the fame time foft and 
fendble, and Ihine with a heavenly 
luftre i her hair and eye-brows are 
nearly of the colour of the finelt and 
cleared amber. Her Ikin is fair and 
clear, her bolbm an expanfe of fnow; 
and her lhape is formed with tlic 
mod exadt fymmetry of proportion. 
Her temper and difpofition are mod 
amiable, and her parents have taken 
care to add by education every thing 
which can make her a model of per¬ 
fection. In Ihorr, Kmily, were I a 
man, I fliould certainly at rjiis inltant 
be dying for the fair Cecilia. 

I dobbt not d)ut you arc ready to 
afk wlwther this young beauty, I'uch 
as I have deferibed her, has not any 
fuitors. She has already h.ui fcvcral ^ 
but as none of them were agreeable to 
her, and as (he exprefled an unaffpdled 
delire of living ilngle at prefent, her 
parents have ceafed to -prds her upon 

B 3 the 
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the fiibjeft of matrimony. Good Girl! 
her youth is one objcftion. This is 
very confidtrate ; but I believe it is 
the calc with few of her fex. You 
know one, Emily, who would have 
become a wife at her years, had it not 
been for the moft perBdious of men. 
Hut this is rather a melancholy fubjeA, 
and 1 hate any thing that may make 
me melancholy. I am fure, I find 
nothing tending that way at Neville 
Place. All here is joy, yet all is in¬ 
nocence. Can there be a Setter founda¬ 
tion for one than what arifes from 
the other ? 

But I am fummoned from my clofet 
CO attend company. The circle 
brightens— O Emily ! 1 have juft time 
to tell you, a chaife and four, out of 
which 'alights, I know not who, but, 
by the coronet, fotne nobleman, in a 
habit too rich to deferibe. And next 
I coach' from whence ilTues a 
not half £> richly drefted, bu 


a pla 
youth 
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with fuch a perfon — fucli an air — 
Wc:!! I muft guard my heart, or clfe 
Ibmebody muft wear the willnw. Bur 
you will hear more of thefe aflairs the 
next trouble you have from 

Your ever aftedllonace 

* 

ISABELLA CLIFFORD. 



LET.TER 
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LETTER n. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME, 

May 4 . 

w H A T a difappointment! —-1 

juHied the' company— brilliant to be 
fure—but not one Nobleman amongft 
them. The Gentleman who alighted 
from the chariot and four, was con¬ 
veyed hither in a carriage which was 
none of his own, but belonged to the 

Lord Vilcount Richmore, with whom 
it ieems he is very intimate. 

The Gentleman’s name is Cafwell, 
he is defcended from a good family ■, 
but as far as 1 conceive has been a 
little wild, which circumdance dif- 
pleafed his old grave father, with whom 
he was Ibr fome time in diigrace, but, 
by means of a fond mother, has lately 
b^n taken again into high favour.—^ 



The Embarrassed Lov£Rs. 9 

the dircernmenc I have, is only fuffi- 
ciernt to lliew that he is a complicated 
charafterj and if I miftake not, is well 
verfed in the knowledge of woman- 
kind. 


The name of the other youth, whom 
I mentioned, is Carey, he is the fon 
of a Gentleman who had fome fortune, 
but greater expedlations. If I were not 
tired of deferiptions I would attempt 
his portrait: At prefent, 1 fhall only 
obferve that he appears to be about 
eighteen, is a tall, and more than come¬ 
ly youth of a fine ihape and air, and a 
manly deportment, and has the mofi; 
fpeaking eye that ever I yet beheld. 
Pofitively, I will fay no more of his 
perfon at prefent, but leave it to your 
fancy to guefs the reft.— 




Soon after thefe Gentlemen had paid 
their compliments, and were fettled, 
a young Lady arrived, who proved a 
very welcome gueft, and was no other 
thitfi .SIr John’s piece, an s^reeable 
^ B 5 , perfoni 
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perfon enough, but who was far out- 
flione by his daughter. 

If Lady Neville has had a foible, 
it has been perhaps a love of com¬ 
pany ; even now her eyes brightened 
as our number increaled, and Ihe grew 
by degrees more and more engaging, 
till at length (he became the very life 
of our converfation. 

The amiable Mifs Neville fpokc 
but little, but what (he faid was fen- 
fible and well adapted—Her coufm 
talked more, but on the whole, not 
quite fo much to the purpofe. She 
leeros to have rather too much of the 
afTeftation of being witty, a fault not 
uncommon to our fex. 


Mr. Cafwell,' on whtie glittering 
apparel her eyes were rather too 
much fixed, with a kind of childifh 
plenfure, paid her many compliments, 
and (he feeraed to ingrofs the moft of 
his attention for the evening-} but the 

a youf), 
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youth, whom all admired, endeavoured 
as much as pofllble to make the con- 
verfation general^ or if ever he deviated 
from this rule, it was to addrefs himfelf 
with the greateft refpeft to Sir John, 
whilft at times he could not help 
cafting a glance at his lovely daughter. 

_ 1 

For my own parr, I Ihould have 
thought myfelf a folitary being, but 
for the endeavours of the young 
gentleman, and the Baronet purpofcly 
engaging me, at times, in the conver- 
fation, nor was I at all backward in 
acknowledging the favour. As to her 
Ladylhip, Ihe really Teemed at this 
jundltire almoft to have forgotten me; 
and I could even have found in my 
heart to have been angry, but that (lie 
poflelTcs too much good nature to fuffer 
any one to remain in difpleafure with 
her. 

As I find both the young gentlemen 
are to be our guefts for ibme time, I ihall 
have opportunities enough to obferve 

B 6 farther 
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farther upon thetti; upon Mr. Carey 
at leaft, 1 atn Aire 1 lhall; for he 
appears too open to leave a doubt of 
it. As to the other, 1 fuppofe he, like 
other men at his time of life, may ihew 
his natural diipofition in a courfe 
acquaintance, though at firfl: fight it 
appears fomewhat difficult to fcan. 

Whatever may be the various tem¬ 
pers of their guefts. Sir John and his 
Lady feem perfectly happy in enter¬ 
taining tfiem i and for my part, I cannot 
but enjoy great pleafure in obierving 
this diipofition. However, I am led to 
remark, from almoft every circum- 
llance, that the felicity of this couple 
would be greatly increafed if they 
could but match their daughter to their 
fatisfa^ion. This is peculiarly ob- 
fervable in Sir John, who has more 
than once exprei^d his fear that he 
(hall not live to fee fo defireable an end 
accomplHhed, though his healthy 
conftitution and regular manner of 
living, feem yet to pfomife him many 
ydars of life. t 

Theft 
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' ‘ Thcfe wifhes of her fond parents 
are no more than what might naturally, 
be exposed} neverthelefs, as Cecilia 
\lererves an hulband of no common 
accomplilhments, it would be a pity* 
indeed, to make the election prema¬ 
turely. It is certain, (he polSfiles fo 
mucn of fenlibility, that a bad marriage 
would render her one of the moft vm- 
happy beings upon earth. 

But am not I a very ftrange creature, 
Emily, to have written one whole 
letter, and almblt finifhed another, 
without one word either of our aunt 
or of your lover ?—As to the firft, I 
proteft, it was quite forgetfulnefs, 
though I have not forgotten to write 
particularly to her, as to the latter, 
you have taken fo.much pains to tell 
me that he is not in your thoughts, 
that you have almoft prevailed on me 
to believe lb. I hope you are not a 
little hypocrite, at lead to me, Emily} 
if you mould prove ib, I (hall certaihly 
find the means to be even with you— 

if 
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if it be but by troubling you with lefs" 
of my Gorrefpondence for the future. 
I aiTure you there are thole who bring 
this accufation againft you ^ fo 1 
would have you look well to your 
conduct, and on all accounts be not 
alhamed to deal ingenuoufly with 

Your afie£lionate 

ISABELLA CLIFFORD. 


LETTER 
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«»T 

LETTER III. 

JAMES MAYNARD, ESQ^ 

T O 

HENRY CAREY, ESQ:, 

Ma Y 5. 

It gives me the greateft pleafure, 
m/ dear nephew, to find that you are 
fo well pleated with the little excurfion 
which 1 projefted. May we not hope 
it will banilh that melancholy which 
you have fufFered to prey upon your 
fpirits ? It is at leaf! the beft prefcrip- 
tion that I know of; and I am fure 
Sir John, who has ever (hewn himfelf 
moft friendly, will do every thing in 
his power to do you pleafure. But 
amongft all that you have defcribed 
as agreeable at Neville Place, it r^her 
furprifed me that you took fo little 

notice 
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notice of the Baronet’s daughter, in 
whofe praifes almoft every one is fo 
lavifh. What a conftant knight muH: 
you be to an unknown dulctnea, not 
to attend to the charms of fuch a 
young beauty, for whom fo many 
youths have fighed in vain. Numbers 
there are, who would have congratu¬ 
lated themfelves if their eyes had even 
feen thofe charms, of which you appear 
fo regardlefs. It may, however, be 
happy for you in one ienfe, as the 
Lady is one of thofe delicate perfons, 
who is lb nice in her choice, that 
her father leems doubtful whether fhe 
will ever fix-it or not. However, fhe is 
young enough, as yet, one would think, 
to preclude any fears of that kind. 
TJie true caufe may be a kind of deli¬ 
cate embarraffment. Sir John having 
promifed never to put any force upon 
her will, perhaps &e may fear to a6t 
A^ntrary to in an affair of fuch a 
Ukofc, and thus may figh in fecret for 
Ibme happy youth who is ^norant of 
the conqui^ has made} thefe are 

indeed 
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indeed but conjeAures, but they maybe 
allowed to be probable ones, as he is 
not unacquainted with the nature of 
women who formed them. 

For my own part, in my connexions 
with the i'ex, you have often heard me* 
declare I have been unhappy; it is on 
this account alone, that 1 am fo feldom 
found in the company and converfa- 
tion of females, though I have always 
thought, that under certain reftric* 
tions they Ihould be recommended to 
our youth.—I need not tell you, ne¬ 
phew, that 1 mean only the company 
of fuch as are virtuous ^ as to the other 
part of the fex, every day’s experience 
Ihews the ill effedta of fuch attach¬ 
ments. 

Not to infifl: upon the polilh, which 
the converfation of women of lenfe, 
gives to our rougher im, it may not 
be amifs tool^rve, that thofe who are 
generally thps engaged, are moftly pre¬ 
vented from running to fuch cxceilu 

as 
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as arc dcftru£live of our youth, and 
the difgrace of our nation •, a circum- 
ftance which is certainly worthy of tlie 
moil fcrious attention. 

But there is one thing which I am 
always indefatigable in warning young 
men againft, too often perhaps in vain, 
which is the attaching themfelves vio- 
lently and lecretly to fotne particular ob> 
jeft i of whofe merit, from t tie very nature 
of the intercourfe the lover himfelf can 
alone be the judge: How well he is 
able to diftinguilh, who l^s through 
the medium of fuch a prejudice, let 
cool and impartial reafon determine. 
Thole who have experienced the con* 
fequences of giving way to the im- 
pulfe of blind pallion, can generally 
belt decide upon thefe matters, though 
it frequently happens that their wil- 
dom comes too late •,—yet they know 
alfo how little philofophy there is in 
love} fuch as talk moft about it, ge> 
nerally have the fmalleft fliare of it. 

If ever you Ihould chance to meet 
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with your ittcognita^ which I am cruel 
enough to wilh may not be tiu; calc, 
thefe kUbns may chance to be of fomc 
fervice to you, and as fuch they arc 
heartily at your fervice, from 


Your affcflionate kinfman, 


JAMES MAYNARD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 

H E N 11 V CAREY, E S Qj. 

T 0 

CHARLES MORLEV, ESQ^ 


May j. 

I Know not how, my dear Friend, to 
anfwer your affcAionate enquiries, par¬ 
ticularly thofe which regard my health. 
1 have found what has proved a tem¬ 
porary relief from that languiihing 
lately I complained of i but what at 
the fame time may throw me into a 
much worfe fituation, unlefs fuch good 
fortune, as I have no reafon to expeft, 
fhould attend me, fuch as indeed 
fcarcely the hope of feems to remain, 
but I will difclofe my fituation to you, 
and you (hall judge accordingly. 
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I have often promiled you, Charles, 
an account of the whole of that 
ftrange adventure of mine in —Ihire, 
of which you have heard but im- 
perfedtly. I could not chule a bet¬ 
ter opportunity than the prefent for 
giving you this information, as it is 
immediately conneAed with what far¬ 
ther I have to acquaint you of. By 
the fequel you will fee how much the 
matter is likely to contribute to my 
happinefs. 

It was one pleafant evening, at the 
latter end of lad year, as I was wan¬ 
dering among the rural fcenes, the 
beauties of which had already begun 
to fade, that a black cloud feeming to 
prefage rain, 1 drew towards a neigh¬ 
bouring cottage, which I entered juft 
before thole drops began to fall, which 
proved but the prelude to a heavy 
Ihower. * 

T)iis little tenement was inhabited 
bvj two poor old people, who were 
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paft their labour, together with a 
daughter, by whole work (as I after¬ 
wards underftood) they were chiefly 
fubfifted. 

I was furprifed in this mean dwel¬ 
ling to find a young Lady of moll 
exquifite beauty, who was deeply en¬ 
gaged in difcourfe with the old man, 
but feemed much difturbed at my en¬ 
trance, and even attempted to depart, 
and it was not without fome force of 
perfuafion that (he was detained, though 

the Ihower had already began. 

✓ 

At length Ihe was prevailed on to 
refume her feat, dole by the old man’s 
wicker chair. Her words were after¬ 
wards few, but it was to i)ini and his 
wife, that the little Ihe faid was di- 
reded ^ and as foon as it provcvl fair 
Ihe prepared immediately to be gone., 
I tfefired I might be permitted to efcorc 
her-, but Ihe, though with great pu-,. 
litenefs, yet abfulutely declined imy 
ofier; the only confolationl had, 

riiv 
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my expeftation of learning from my 
homely hod who this charmer was, that 
had already inchanted my foul with 
her beauty, and ineffable iweetnefs. 

But in this I was greatly difap- 
2 )ointed, for after the mod minute en¬ 
quiry, all the account I could get 
amounted to no more than that this pat¬ 
tern of female perfection had fome time 
ago drayed to the cottage by chance, 
where the poor old man then lay ill, to 
whom die had adminidered the mod 
generous relief, and had fent an apo¬ 
thecary to attend him, by whofe en¬ 
deavours he was redored to health j 
the daughter airo,,who exhibited a true 
picture of rural fimplicity, had at¬ 
tracted her notice, and had received 
many favours from her. 

“But,” added my hod,“ after all this, 
I iTCyer could find who the perfon was* 
t« whom 1 was indebted for fo many 
ofiligatmns. The apothecary had a 
parii^ ular charge not to difeover his 

employer. 



24 The Embarrassed Lovers, 

employer, and the Lady herfelf even 
threatened to withdraw hercountenance 
and fupport from us, if ever ihe 
. found that we prefumed to make en¬ 
quiries concerning what ihe was dif- 
pofed to conceal. She often honours 
our lowly manfion with a vifit, and we 
are happy in receiving her benefadions 
without tranfgrefling the rules pre- 
fcribed by the generous donor.” 

The difcourfe of the old man fuf- 
ficiently indicated that he had feen bet¬ 
ter days, and the account he gave me 
of himfelf confirmed the matter; this 
was full of unafFcAed fimplicityt he 

gave me to underfta^d that he had 
been an unfortunate' perfon whom 
many circumftances had concurred to 
throw from a ftate of comfortable 
competency, into one. of the moft .ib- 
jefb want, - when, fortunately for him, 
a neighbouring gentleman had takem 
notice of him, and given him che cot-^ 
t^e he dwelt in, as well as a^owdil 
him a fmall ftipend to live uponT\^e 
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latter ceafed at his benefaffcor’s death; 
the former he ftill retained, but fell 
again intodeep diftrels as well as (icknefs 
in his old age, when this young beauty 
chancing to pafs that way one wet day 
took flielter in his homely dwelling, 
and had ever fince Ihowered her fa¬ 
vours upon him. 

Such was the fubllance of his nar¬ 
ration, the particulars are too long to 
be inlerted in a letter. 

You will not doubt but that 1 took 
every means that fancy could fuggeft 
to find out wh^ this lady was ; you 
know that thejb w'ere all ufed in vain. 
And it was m’ore on this account than 
by reafon of the death of a relation 
that a fort of melancholy hung upon 
fie which the phyficians apprehended 
would produce a decline, and which 
1 np mode of care that they preferibed, 
proniled any way eSe^ually to re- 
mo je. 

f 

VoL. I. 


c 


My 
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My coming hither was one of thofe 
methods which my worthy uncle pro¬ 
jected to divert me. You are acquainted 
with the character of Sir John and his 
Lady j to add any thing concerning 
them would be fuperBuous. But he 
has a daughter in who fepraife de* 
fcription would fail. She has every 
accomplifhment that nature or art can 
furnifh, all that we know of fair or 
good in the fex, is centered in her 
alone. — You arc doubtlefs, by this 
time ready to fmile at my inconltancy i 
but what will you fay when I inform 
you that this very lady is no other 
than the fair unknown’tbne, on whom 
my heart lb long was V the fame 
generous beauty who in —^—^-Ihire firft 
attracted my unexperienced heart, and 
proved the fource of my melancholy. 

V 

It is impoinble to exprefs my fur- 
prife at the difcovery of this circum^ 
ftancc} which, however, I found means' 
to conceal for Ibme time under a plb> 
found filence. I have tio doubt bCi^ 
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that the idol of my foul was fufHciently 
certain of my being the fame perfon 
whom chance before had thrown in her 
way. What were her lenfations in 
this circumftance, I was not able to 
difcover j but I have little hopes of' 
any thing favourable to my wifhes; 
all that 1 daily hear relative to the fa¬ 
mily is againft me. Sir John is pro- 
digiouHy rich, and however he may 
like me as a friend, I have many 
reafons to fuppofe he would not ap¬ 
prove me for a Ibn-in-law, and none 
but fuch as he approves (were there 
no other obftacle in the way) will ever 
become tl^ itolband of the lovely 
Cecilia, 

Thefe circumilances have left me in 
a lea of doubts; my mind is in a 
I'ftrange,-kind of fluAuation ; how 
ftotila it be otherwife, when all that I 
Void dear in the world depends on 
fu^ a flight, fuch a flender hope, as 
n]|ne, whilft every day the fair one is 
iifplaying fome new charm or fome 

C 2 hidden 
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hidden grace, which more efFeAually 
lerves to captivate the heart of her ad¬ 
mirer ! In this lituation, the friend 
of my youth will not fail to com- 
palHonate me. O Charles, it is fcarce- 
ly poflible for you to conceive the 
paflions which at times agitate this 
bofom; yet, as it is highly proper 
that I fhould confine them within cer¬ 
tain bounds, it is my continual care to 
do fo. A hard talk this to a heart fo 
ftruck as mine !—'But I have perhaps 
already tired you with the length of 
this cpillle, which I cannot imagine 
any thing could render^.tolerable, ex¬ 
cept that regard whici.>^.. am well con¬ 
vinced you always entcrY: ‘ ^ ^r 

Your fincere, 

HENRY CAREY... 


LETTER 
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LETTER V. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


May 



Justice will compel every body 

to own that the manners of Sir John 
are fuch as give him a title to be 
ftiled truly munificent. He adopts at 
once a hofpitable and a truly fplendid 
way of living; yet. his affeiStion for 
fpl^ndouris not fuch ns is taken up by 
gew-gaws, bi(t /uch as does him real 
honour, whE't^.me whole count! y round 
is the betal?;^r it. He is not one of 


thofe perfovs, indeed, who make it 
their Itudy to fubferibe to all public 
inilituti^s, by which means they have 
thgir-irtames graven on the front of 
Hirge edifices, his pride is rather to 
nave his deeply imprelled upon the 
hearts of thofe whom his generofity 
his relieved. He has agents perpe- 

C 3 tually 
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petually employed in Peking out fuch 
deferving perfons as labour under in* 
digence, the confequence of inevitable 
misfortunes : Thofe who have feen 
better days, and have been reducd 
from affluence or from a comfortable 
competency to want, arc the more im¬ 
mediate objects of his charity ; though 
the poor in general, and the induftrious 
pealants in particular, are by no means 
excluded from his beneficence t his 
daughter, the amiable Cecilia, has alfO’ 
her peniioners here, as I have found, 
though this pattern of perfeAion is 
moffc careful to conceal the effeAs of 
her virtues; 1 know \ not, indeed, 
where there is fuch anVf'^y_family to 
be found in the world ®.lY6w happy 
would he be that coulti make an 
alliance with them! 

There is a young gentlemau here * 
upon, a vilit, of whom (to tell you thh ^ 
fecret of my heart) I fhould be not 
Jittle jealous, could I perceive that ™ 
leait degree of regard was (hewn him^ 

bv 
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by the miftrefs of my affeftions. I’his 
youth, whofe name is Cafswcll, is 
allowed by every body to have a very 
winning deportment; yet there is a 
fbmething in his behaviour which I do 
not like, and from the accounts that I 
have heard of him, his character has 
not been the moft unexceptionable in 
the world} but moft of what is alledged 
againft him having only palled amongft 
his own family who arc now recon¬ 
ciled, the whole can have but little 
weight when put into the fcale againft 
his perfonal accomplilhments, which 
are, what the generality of people are 
found to have t|^ moft regard to :— 
I cannot hejpvi^ncying how indifferent 
Ibever Mils /Cecilia may apfiear to 
him, that ^dy Neville is inclined to 
favour himt As to Sir John, his con- 
du 6 b in ^is, as indeed in every other 
matter^ .eems w'ary, without fufpicioof- 
nels, and open, without the danger of 
•being impofed on: Whatever may be 
the different opinions of thefe worthy 
r^rfons, Mr. Cafswcll is treated by 

C 4 them 
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them all in fuch a manner as leaves 
h-im no room to complain, nor to repent 
of the vifit which he has made to 
Neville Place, where his parents 
have formerly been treated with all the 

marks of fincere love and friendlliip. 

« 

Could I look upon any other woman 
than Cecilia with the eyes of paflion* 
1 alTure you, I have feen thofe here 
who might well have infpired in it. 
There are two or three young females 
that vilit us tn pajfa^ who are really 
pretty, and a lady, who takes up her 
conftant refidcnce y^ith us at prefent, 
who is known by t^Cjname of Mils 
Clifford, is more than^wgeable. She 
appears to be about tl^erity-three or 
twenty*four years of age, ^is in her full 
bloom, and has a very great lhare both 
of lenle and fenlibility, as hhr fine eyes 
cannot fail of telling any onewdto con* 
verfes with her. Though poflcfled^f 
all her fex’s nrtodefty, yet Ihe is as far 
removed from the character of a prtlde 
as any woman I ever knew in my li^ 

1 have 
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I have many times wilhed that ihe 
were the relation of my Cecilia, as 
that circumftance would enable me to 
make her the confidante of my love, 
if at any favourable conjundlure, I 
Ihould ever find occafion to declare it. 
Forgive me, Morley, for thu', for 
ever returning to the fame fubje^t; 
indeed, my paflion has fo efFedtually 
engrofled all my faculties that I can 
fcarcely fpcak, write, or even think 
of any thing die. I have no other ex- 
cufe but the beauties of Cecilia. I 
have nothing to depend upon but the 
indulgence of a friend who has ever 
been dear to / 

HENRY CAREY. 



LETTER 



34 'j^HE Embarrassed Lovers* 


LETTER VI. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


May 8. 

Every day gives me frelh proofs 

of the regard of the worthy family 
whom at prelent I refide with. Sir 
John has profefled himfelf deeply 
intcrefted in my affairs. Taking me 
afide ycfterday, “ Mr. Carey (faid he^ 
I always regarded J&ur relations; ever 
lince I have leen 1 have con¬ 

ceived a particular eKOini for you—• 
fuch as I doubt not jmu will never 
forfeit. My acquaintal^e with your 
worthy uncle has given an oppor¬ 
tunity of hearing ftill mwe of what 
refpefls your charafter, and the rcfult 
has been in your favour. Pardon me. 
Sir, if I propole your accepting Ibme 
appointment, which by making a fmall 
addition to your fortune, may, "in a 

meafure 
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meafure, increafe your power of being 
ferviceable to your friends, which I 
know you would always be pleafed to 
exert.” 

Having fpoken thus, the Baronet 
waited a little for my anfwer, which I 
couched in the moft refpedtful terms 
imaginable. At the fame time that I 
acknowledged my gratitude for the 
generous delign he entertained of en¬ 
larging my fortune, 1 begged leave to‘ 
decline accepting the oh'er, on that 
principle of independance which you 
know 1 have always/adopted, 

As there is r'c thing that I fear more 
than offending* a worthy man (except 
it be abandornng my principles for any 
man) lb I v^s rather in a d.fagreeable 
lltuation after I had anfwered Sir John, 
whom I regarded with a filial reverence, 
and on whom perhaps the happineia of 
my f uture life may depend. 1 was 
Agreeably furpriled to find that my 

reply was far from being difpleaiing 

C 6 to 
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to him ;—on the contrary, he told me 
that he admired my principles, and 
would be the laft perfon in the world 
to wilh me to deviate from them. This 
was all that palled between us at that 
time, but I have been fully convinced 
by his cordial behaviour fince, not 
only that his heart went with his 
words, but alfo that I (land higher 
in his efteem than ever. I grant that 
in fome, tliele appearances have proved 
deceitful ; but when all circumrtances 
indicate a fincere heart, the bare fufpi- 
cion of the contrary is no lefs than 
treafon to friend{i«iD. Were Sir John 
Neville not the fathor of Cecilia (a cir- 
cumllimce which I>own carries a 
'Charnt with it) yet would his honour¬ 
able fpirit, his affable Bbhaviour have 
fuch an efleA upon me, \|iat I Ihould 
for ever be attached to him, and never 
entertain a doubt of his Cncerity in 
any thing. 

Mifs Clifibrd, is a perlbn whom 
fpeaks of with the greateft affe£lion ^ 

he. 
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he even calls her his other daughter % 
while Ihe returns his regard with a 
refpefl; as becoming in her as it mud be 
agreeable to him who is the objefb of 
it.—^The morel fee of that lady the more 
1 am led to refped her, and tempted 
to make her a friend to whom I may 
entruft the inmoft (ecrets of my heart. 

This is a confidence, Morley, which 
hitherto you only have pofleiTed, but 
you cannot be angry with a woman, 
Ihould (he in future have a Ihare of it} 
at lead, I am inclined to entertain a 
higher opinion of j^ur gcnerofixy.—- 
As to my uncle; though he is at once 
my relation and my friend, 3 'et there 
appears to me a femething not to be de- 
feribed in him, which forbids un¬ 
bounded confidence in matters of this 
nature. He has himfelf been unhappy 
in his connexion with females} what¬ 
ever fame may conclude from thence, 
I conceive him, for that very redfon, 
/to be unfit to be truded with all that 
pades at prefent in my bread } though 
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in the fimplicity of my heart, I made 

him acquainted with my . fhire 

adventure. Did he know who the 
fair incognita was, all circumftances 
conlidered, I doubt not but in the 
true rpirit of diferetion, he would 
fuiHciently chide me for entertaining 
a paflion for one, whom though he 
approves, he has already obferved is 
difficult to be made a bride, even 
though her heart Ihould be already 
won. In effefi:, though I have the 
higheft reverence for my uncle, yet 
I have not prevailed upon myfelf to 
make him acqu^i^ted with my dif> 
covery. 

As it now grows late, I fliall add 
no more at prefent, except the re¬ 
peated alTurances, how much, I am. 

Yours, &c. 

HENRY CAREY. 




LETTER 
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% 


LETTER VIL 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


Mat ji. 

I HAVE already told you, my dear 

Charles, of the propofal made me by 
Sir John Neville. It was not a wrong 
conception of mine that the refufal I 
made did not difoblige him. That 
noble-minded gentleman ever atten¬ 
tive to the welfare 'Jt thofe with whom 
he is connefted, clofeted me to-day, 
when he thus addrelled me, “ Mr. 
Carey, I Ihould be infinitely forry, if 
any thing that I have faid, or could 
be capable of faying, ihould in your 
opinion take off from the delicacy of 
my regard, which 1 have always pro- 
feffed to Ihew to you and to yoi^ fa¬ 
mily. Of all things. Sir, it was the 
' fartheft from my thoughts, to en¬ 
deavour to enflare your free mind, 

or 
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or to throw you under fuch obliga¬ 
tions to any body as might tend to 
take from your independance, which 
I Ihould be the firft to exhort you for 
ever to keep inviolate. I am not, 
however, difplealed that this little 
miftakc of jours has fo fully poflefled 
me of your fentiments in this regard, 
for which I more than ever honour 
and efteem you. But be alTured, my 
dear Mr. Carey ; what I have to offer, 
is of fuch a nature as w'ill by no means 
give any lliock to your principles,” 
He then faid, he meant an appointment 
which by no meal-$ depends on the ca¬ 
price of a minifter, or even of a S-n, 

afmali but independant and honourable 
employment, the profits of which to¬ 
gether, with what I already am 
poffTefled of, will more than anfwer all 
my cxpedlations according to the 
fcheme of life which I have adopted, 
and even leave fomething to fpare 
where diftrefied friendfiiip may have 
any claims upon my aififtance — I am 
ftilL the more pleafed with this unex¬ 
pected 
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peifted acquilition, as the nature of it, 
1 find, is fuch as will require a deputy; 
to fill which office, I have already call 
my eyes upon a worthy young fellow 
who is newly married, and at prefenc 
under very great embarralTmencs i 
he will doubtlcfs be glad to accept the 
offer, and ffiall have it in my power to 
make it produce him a comfortable 
fubfiftance, 

I 

What this place is, I am not yet 
fully informed, nor am 1 even at li¬ 
berty at prefent to ;.»ention what I 
know concerning it; but nothing can 
reftrain me from expreffing my gra¬ 
titude to Sir John, who is careful in 
ftudying to do me fervice. But yet 
even his goodnefs tends in one relpeA 
to give me pain. After all this, what 
a piece of ingratitude would it be in 
me to attempt feducing the affedions 
of his daughter on the one hand j or, 
fituated as 1 am, with what face could 
-1' afk her at the hands of a father 
who is heaping favours upon me un- 
’ alked. 
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alked? What fort of a return would 
Hs be thought from one in my lltua* 
tion ? O Morlcy, I muft fummon all 
my fortitude to my aid j I muft re- 
folve to conquer my unreafonable 
caftlon for Cecilia, or muft relblve to 
be for ever miferable. Earcwel I pity, 
though you cannot aflift 

Your faithful 

HENRY CAREY. 


LETTER 
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LETTER Vin. 

CHARLES MORLEY^ESQ;, 

T O 

HENRY CAREY, ESQ; 


May to. 

Ye S, my dear friend, I pity you 

from my foul, I compaflionace your 
diftrefs ; but what can 1 advile to 
alleviate it P 

It was with furprile, indeed, that I 
heard your incognita turned out to be 
Mifs Cecilia Neville. What followed 
was no more than 1 expeAed from a 
perfon of your ftridt principles, and 
attachment of the rules of honour 
in your connexions with the lex. 
Indeed, the circumftances of Sir John’s 
oflfer carries with it an air of fuch ge- 
' nerofity 
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nerofity as muft have a great effcd 
upon a man of fendbility. I con¬ 
gratulate you, my friend, upon this 
occaflon, and hope your acceptance 
of the appointment which you men¬ 
tion, may contribute more to your 
eafe and happinefs than you feem at 
prefent inclined to think it will i—but 
there is one thing that you have not 
thought proper to make me acquainted 
with, which is, whether it will be the 
means of detaining you in Sir John’s 
neighbourhood, or of removing you 
to Ibme diftance from him. This is a 
circumfl ance which, if you mean to 
keep the refolution you have com¬ 
municated, is certainly of condquence 
to be enquired into. You fay, you 
will fummon your reafon and fortitude 
to your aid ; but alas ! at your years 
how apt are thele to give way before 
the ferength of paffion, efpecially 
where that palllon, like yours, is vir¬ 
tuous, like yours is fixed upon a 
worthy objefl. In this cafe, believe 
me, Harry, there is nothing left but to 



The Embarrassed Lovers^ 45 

quit the combat, and retire, to con¬ 
quer i for your triumph lies only in 
flight. It you remain at Neville 
Place, time which might otherwife 
heal the wound that love has made, 
will not fail daily to make it deeper 
and more painful. This is what your 
own reafon might fuggeft j at lead, 
you will allow it, on confideration, to 
be the proper, and indeed the only 
method which remains for you to put 
in pradice. If you cannot bring your- 
felf to this, your cafe mod certainly is 
defperate. 

But after all, may not you enter¬ 
tain rather too much of delicacy on 
this occafion ? The lady, charming 
as die is, may entertain a fecret 
padlon for you, or at lead, may be 
inlpircd with one; and as to the 
baronet, how know you, that he who 
is fo ready to render you fervice may 
lb highly difapprove of you for a fbn- 
in-law—There may be, ipdeed, many 
circumftances againd you) but that 

merit 
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merit which (without flattery) you are 
known to poflefs, Ihould it fortunately 
co-operate with a paflion that an amia¬ 
ble daughter entertains for you, may 
yet work fuch a change in the refolu- 
ttons of fo worthy a perfon as you have 
defcribed the Baronet, that every other 
circumftance may be let aflde: and you 
will do well to confider what proba¬ 
bility remains of fuch a change taking 
place before you think of adopting 
any fyftem of conduA in fuch a critical 
fituation.—Thus you have my belt 
advice upon the fubjeA. 

At the fame time, T cannot help ex- 
prefling my wilh that the other young 
lady, whom you mention in fuch high 
terms had happily proved the object 
of your paflion, as 1 doubt not but 
Ihe would have been worthy of it— 
There may perhaps appear lomething 
felfllh in this wilh when on Ibme future 
day, I lhall trouble you with a rela¬ 
tion of a few incidents which' have 
happened lince I faw yOu. At pre- 
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fent I am entirely ingroflfed with your 
concerns, which have always had a 
place in the mofl; ferious condderation 
of 

Your ever fincere 

CHARLES MORLEV. 


LETTEH 
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LETTER IX. 

GEORGE CASSWELL, ESQ:, 

T O 

MR. JOHN TURNER. 


May 8. 

It is an age, dear Jack, fince I 
heard from thee j yet I will not be 
precipitate in blaming, as I guefs al> 
ready what the excufe will be; name¬ 
ly, that thou hadft nothing to write 
to me,” and not being like fome of 
our eternal fcribblers, who are for 
ever filling their paper with fenti- 
ments and reflexions, merely, becaule 
they have nothing elfe to fupply the 
place, thou waft not willing to trouble 
me with what might pafs in my 
eftcem for no better than niere blank 
paper, notwithftanding the emblema¬ 
tical refemhlance it mighn be thought 

to 
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to bear to virtue, chaftitjr, &c. which 
would by no means compenfate to 
me for its barrennefs. I fhould think 
my whole life but a blank if only 
thofe monkilh qualities, which fome 
call virtues, were found to fill up its 
(pace. Self-denial, indeed, I ibme- 
times approve of pradifing *, but that 
is only as thou knowefi; where to 
compafs fome defireable end, it be¬ 
comes abfolutely necefilary. 

I hope thou haft not failed. Jack,' 
of keeping r watchful eye over the 
moti(Mis of her, whom I have deftined 
for myftlf. Thy charge will not laft 
much longer •, for, I have now laid a 
plan which will infallibly bring her 
into my own vortex, if it fhould fuc- 
ceed, and I feldom fail of fuccefs in 
affairs of this nature %—do not love 
to be too communicative in refpefl: to 
what I do} however, I will for once 
lb far intruft thee as to let thee know 
tha^we have a relation of the girl’s 

here at Neville Place, by whofe means 
Voi. I. D I in- 
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I intend to bring her hither alfo. The 
reft of the plan I have alfo laid, and, 
as I think, have fo well provided 
asainft contingences that it will be 
difficult to defeat it. 

To tell thee the truth, friendj it 
is only from profpefts, fuch as rhefe, 
that I am enabled to endure my re- 
fidence here ; for I arn placed among 
a fet of people, who, while they are 
perpetually talking of innocent mirths 
fcem to have no idea of mirth in them ; 
at leaft, their notions of it are fo 
different from mine, that I find but 
little pleafure in their fociety, though 
I carry fuch an appearance that in ge¬ 
neral they feem well enough fatisfied 
with me, how far they really are fo 
it will by and bye be my bufinefs to 
prove. 

To defcribe.tliefe people to thee: — 
In the firft place, there is Sir John 
Nev iilc, a baronet of antiquated mo¬ 
tions, fond, however, of fomi.’y and 

not 


I 
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not at all a foe to fortune; he has 
like wife fome notions of gaiety j but 
thefe are rather too old falhioncd to 
pleafe. 

His lady is younger and more 
Iprightly, though fomewhat too fond 
of fetting herfelf up for a virtuous 
woman and a con ftant wife: yet per¬ 
haps it may not be impoflible to cure 
her of the aifeiftation of thefe capti¬ 
vating qualities. 

V 

Then there is that relation of my* 
fair miftrcfs, whom I juft now men¬ 
tioned; a lively fprightly girl enough 
in her natural temper, though flic too 
is ftridly chafte and at times will ap¬ 
pear too fober, yet I am but an 
ill diviner if ftie does not love mifehief 
at the heart ot her. 

The laft, “ but not the leaft in*our 
dear love,” is Mifs Cecilia Neville, the 
daughter of the baronet, a beautiful 
/creature indeed *, but tlicn all virtue, 

D 2 all 
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all fcntiment: If it were not for a 
certain naivete., which fomctimes dif- 
covers itlelf in her manner, 1 (hould 
be inclined to think her the verieft lit* 
tie prude upon earth. 

Now, Jack, what thinked; thou of 
thy friend’s fituation} art thou dif- 
pofed to envy my lituation ? Unlefs I 
can better it by my art; I cannot reck¬ 
on it very defireable. How, indeed, 
Ihould it be fo, when 1 am conftrained 
to hide my natural difpofition *, to 
make amends for this indeed, I am 
always made one of. their parties of 

plealure ; but then in thefe they affedt 
liich a rufticity that, were it not for 
the womens company, they would be 
infupportable. What is thy opinion 
now. Jack, of admitting a parcel of 
clowns and red*fifted country wenches 
into the gardens, in order to be di¬ 
verted by their dancing, and occafion- 
ally filling the hall, and Ibme other of 
the apartments with the filly old fofics 
their fathers and mothers ? .And yet 

this 
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this gives Sir John, what he calls 
ineffwte pleafure, and fupretsu delight. 
What a thing it is to be virtuous, 
and what a pity it would be now, to 
give the leaft unealinefs to fuch a fa¬ 
mily ! — Yet, it is ten to one if theyi 
will not fay, that I have made them 
uneafy i when (peace be with them f) 
1 ihall not attempt any thing m.ore 
than finiply to procure ea(e and plea- 
fure to myfelf. But of this hereafter» 
for the prefent, 1 /hall conclude, 
alTuring thee how much, I am. 

Ever thine, 

GEORGE CA 3 SWELL. 



LETTER 
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I. E T T E R X. 

MR. JOHN TURNER. 

1 

T O 

GEORGE CASS WELL, ESQ;, 


May 13. 

I Received yours, my honoured 

friend, and am much obliged to you 
for your lively defcription of tlie dull 
company at Neville IMace* It :s not 
every one that has fuch talents of de« 
fcribing. 1 do believe, had I at¬ 
tempted it, my letter would have 
proved inlipid. — In refpeft to the 
charge, you gave me, I have been 
very attentive to it, and can aflure you, 
that if you lofe the miflrefs of your 
defines, the fault will not be mine. As 
to her lover, the fair one continues to 
flight him, which is fomevvhat, at Icalf, 
in your favour. What your fchennfes 

are. 
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■ arc, as you will not communicate, 
lb neither lhall I pretend to guefs at r 
but I doubt not of their being fuch 
as are worthy of your genius, and will 
by the fame rule fucceed accordingly, 

I fhould, indeed, be forry, were I 
to loofe the pleafure of your company, 
which might poflibly be the cafe if 
you found any thing captivating where 
you are at prefent. Since it is otherwife, 
when your plans are executed, I fup- 
pofe you will return to your old 
friends and companions, none of whom’ 
will be more happy in feeing, you than 

Your friend, and ever 

obedient fervant, 

JOHN TURNER. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 

SIR JOHN NEVILLE, 

T O 

EDWARD NEVILLE, ESCL 

May 5. 

X AM forry for your misfortunes, 
my dear kinfman, and more particular¬ 
ly fo, as your friend, you lay, is in¬ 
volved in them.—-You are deceived 
if you think that I lhall take the ad¬ 
vantage of reproaching you for what is 
pajl } though your imprudence has, 
indeed, given me the opportunity of 
lb doing ; but as this would be ufelefs 

in the prefent cale, 1 lhall only, once 
for aK, oblerve-the necellity there is for 
your being more frugal in future, as 
by a different conduct you will othet^ 
wife put it equally out of the power as 
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well as the will of your friends to 
alTifl; you. 

The money, which you. have con¬ 
tracted an obligation for, I will find 
the means to fend you a draught for, 
if you will promife a ftrifl; oeconomy 
for the future, according to a plan 
which (hall be fug g efted to you,, on 
which condition alone 1 can pretend to 
fcrve you. 

As to what you mention relative to 
the lady, whom you mean to addrelii. 
I would have you confider your own 
circumftances before you proceed any 
farther. Above all things, 1 would 
by no means have you aCt lb mean a 
part as that of concealing your real 
fituation either from her or from her 
friends. However, if,^ after this, you 
are admitted in a fair and open manner 
to foliicit the lady^s favour, .and for 
a certain ^ace of time can prolfe your 
conduct unexceptionable, I will even, 
go lb far as to do every thing in my 

D 5 power 
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power to put your affairs cn a better 
footing. But in all this, 1 truft, you 
will deal with the utmoft fmcerity. 
Remember, I befeech you, that you 
cannot deceive ms without alio de¬ 
ceiving yourfe!/ •, and believe, that I 
& 3 II omit nothing in my power to 
approve my friendilaip when I am once 
convinced that it will do you a real 

fervice j to efFedt which is the wifli of 

Your, &:c. 

JOIINT NEVILLE. 


J.ETl’ER 
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LETTER XII. 

MISS ISABELLA CLIFFORD 

T O 

MISS EMILIA CLIFFORD. 


May 

Oh ! do you know, my dear fifter,, 
how much our gaiety here is increaied,. 
by the arrival of a lord —the lord 
Richmore, the great patron of Cafs- 
well. I alTure you, his lordlhip is a 
very handfome man, and very gallant; 
he is come hither upon fome very par¬ 
ticular bulinefsy which he has with 
that young gentleman} and Sir John 
could not do lefs than invite him to - 
pafs a day or two with us, to \^ich 
his lordlhip agreed, and we are now 

D 6 happy. 
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happy in his prefence. Really, he is 
very rplendid in his appearance, and 
has paid fuch regard to Mr. Cafswell 
ever iince his arrival, that the latter 
now becomes more and more of con- 
fequence at Neville Place, efpecially 
with lady Neville;- who feems inclined 
to think, that not himfeif,but his friends 
have always been in fault in their 
contefts. To be fure, if a little youth¬ 
ful wildnefs has been his only fault, 
fome excufe may be made for that; — 
at leaft, women are ready enough to 
find them for a handfome young fel¬ 
low, fuch as he really is acknowledged 
to be; and then a lord, you know, to 
back him. Well, 1 own myfelf that 
this Cafswell has a very engaging 
manner, if it is not all hypocrify. But 
who lhall judge of thefe men ? O 
Emily ! I have already been deceived 
bv one, is it wonderful then that I 
Oiout!! doubt them all. But perhaps 
my‘misfortunes were neceflary to ^ 
in fome fmall meafute one of the molt 

volatile 
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volatile tempers that ever was.—For 
your own part, Emily, you have 
never experienced fuch affliftions as 
have been my lot; it will behove yoo 
to be careful never to involve yourlcff 
in fuch. As I am now ferious, Z 
cannot but commend the fuipence in 
which you hold your lover, if it 
proceeds from prudential motives ; 
but if it is only from a kind of 
cocjuettry that leads you to trifie 
with a worthy man, neither my 
volatility on the one hand, nor my 
opinion of the lex on the other,, 
will ever caule me to fupport you 
in it. As vou are moft fenfible of 
the great regard I have for your 
welfare, you cannot doubt of the 
motives which urge, me to give you> 
advice whenever it oHers. To add 
more would therefore be needlels; 
it is fel(k>m I am in the moralizing 
ftrain, and I cannot dwell lof^g upon 
fobjefts of that nature, but w'^never 
this is the cafe, I am apt to confider 

well> 
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well, before I fpeak or write my opi¬ 
nions;—I wifh at prcfent the delivering 
of them may be of any fervice to 
you, as you can never be dearer 
to any one than you always have 
been to 


Your affeftionate filler, 

ISABELLA CLIFFORD. 


LETTER- 
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LETTER XIII. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


May 10. 

O H Heavens! I lhall grow quite 
vain of mylelf, Emily. Such a cir- 
cumftance 1 Sure,-you could never 
have dreamed of it. What ! the fe¬ 
male who, from fweet fmiling fixteen 
to blooming twenty, could not have 
one noble, no, nor one ferni-noble 
lover; in her twenty-fifth year to 
captivate a lord, and a lord of fortune 
too : yet fo it is, or 1 have no {kill in 
judging of the fex. 

In effeft, lord Richmore, the 
wealthy, the gay, the gallant, js m/ 
admirer. Now, don’t you aft» ill- 
natured queftions in order to hurt my 
felicity: pofuively, I cannot afford to 

anfwer 
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anfwer them ; and I am in fuch hi&h 

* __ _ 

fpirits about this affair, that it would be 
the utmoft cruelty to damp them. 

1 lliall therefore only tell you, tliat 
my lord has been particular in his 
behaviour to me ever lince his arrival 
here. This at Hrft, I feemed to take 
no notice of, till at laft it became the 
talk of every one, and the name of 
Mifs Clifford 'was conftantly joined to 
that of lord Richmore. Yet, 1 am 
apprehenfive, that 

— Thus they join 

Two names, which Heaven decreed Ihourd 

never meet. 

For, ferioufly fpeaking, as I muft 
confefs I have my reafons, fo I have 
caufe to think there are obflacles like- 
wife in the way of his lordfhip. — But 
however thefe things may be, as the 
matter has not yet been mentioned to 
me in direct -terms, I fhall purfue the 
matter no farther at prefent. At leaftr 

tia 
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till it is farther purfucd by my noble 
gallant, it is not worth while to put 
his truth to the proof, even if I were 
difpofed to admit him to figh at the 
feet of 


Your 

ISABELLA CLIPFORIX 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 

FROM TIJK SAME TO THE SAME. 


May 13. 

Absolutel ,Y conquered—The 

fymptoms were ftrong upon him for 
lome time paft •, but yefterday evening 
this dear lord of mine found means 
to follicit me from the reft of the com¬ 
pany, and, having led me into one of 
the agreeable private walks behind tlie 
houfe, there, “ While the fun def- 
cended towards the weft, and twilight 
began to veil the eye of heaven there 
did he fay fuel) fooching things as I 
cannot repeat; there did he liken my 
bright eyes to fun, moon and ftars, 
my cTieeks to rofes and vermillion, my 
lips to rubies, with a hundred other 
likeneftes which could exift no where 
but in his own imagination. I liftened 
attentive to the foothing tale, which 

ended'i' 
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ended at length in a downright decla¬ 
ration of love, I his, indeed, I had 
tor fonie time expedled, and being 
ill us prepared, I mult needs know 
how to receive it. 

Emily, don’t you love Heroics ? 

I think I have fallen naturally enough 
into them in the preceding part of 
this letter *, but I mult defeend now 
1 come to the relation of the Umple 
matter of fa(5t, which is no more than 
that after making my acknowledge¬ 
ments in the molt polite manner, I de¬ 
clined his lordflup’s offer, which 
leemed at firlt to furprife him ; how¬ 
ever, with a manner peculiar to himielf 
he turned it off with a fally of wit, and 
would by no means take my refufal 
in the ferious lenfe; — fo he is refolvcd 
Hill to profefs himfelf my admirer} 
and as the man flatters agree,ably 
enough, and is of a rank to do one 
credit, what does it lignify ? Belides, 
he will not take his anfwcr, and fo 
the matter mult even reft where it is. 

Now 
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Now after acknowledging alt this 
to you, perhaps, Emily, you will nor 
be well difpofed to receive a piece of 
ferious advice from me. This it is 
when people’s elders make too free 
with them. But you muft remember, 
girl, our different fituations in life as 
well as our difierent difpofitions, which 
may tend to make a conduft not 
ceptionable in me, which yet in you 
might prove inexcufable. 

After this prelude, do you guefi 
what -I am about to advife ? — It is 
only this, that you would not trifle 

with your lover, who ieems by no 
means to be himfelf a trifler, but at 
once accept or refufe him, in juftice 
to his merit and to your own charader. 
Indeed, I do not fee any reafonable 
objeAion you can urge againft be¬ 
coming his wife, unlefs, like Mifs 
Cecilia, you fhould think Bt to declare 
you are too young for marriage. For 
my own part, I hold a difierent opi¬ 
nion, and though I Ihould .be deemed 

an 
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an inftance myfdf, of a woman’s living 
fingle to her twenty-fifth year, yet, 
my fortune has been fo extraordinary, 
that there would be no propriety in 
urging the example; and 1 cannot help 
thinking that many a female is fub- 
jeded to numerous afflidions, or fome- 
times perhaps, owes her abfolute ruin 
to her not being married at an early 
period. This is a fubjed which 1 
have not time here to enlarge upon; 
but I would have you well weigh the 
advice I have given you, and the more 
fo, as I am fenfible your aunt’s opinion 
in this, correfpoods with that of 

Your ever afifedionate 

ISABELLA CLIFFORD. 


LETTER 
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I, E T T E R XV. 

JAMES MAYNARD, ESQi 

T O 

HENRY CAREY, F, S 


May 10. 


X HE cordial behaviour of Sir John 
Neville, my dear Harry, is fuch as 

you can never too gratefully acknow¬ 
ledge. He is one of thofe few, who 
are acquainted with thcembarraflincnts 
of our family. Your father’s bound- 
lefs confidence and generofity had al- 
nioft proved his ruin, but for the fnter- 
pofition of fome friends, of whom this 
worthy baronet was the chief. For 
me, you know the part I afted ih that 
crifis, though you were ignorant of his 
interpoficion ; — The precious charge 
J received at the death of .the beft of 

men. 
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men, regarding his orphan fon, you 
can befl: judge how 1 have fuHillcd ; 
1 have ipared nothing upon your edu¬ 
cation, and finding you virtuous, I 
have never been willing to abridge 

^ O 

you in any expenccs which might con¬ 
tribute to your innocent pleafurcs, or 
fupport vour charadler as a gentleman ^ 
but alas ! my fortune, you are fcnfiblc, 
is not fuch as will enable me to do 
this in luch a manner as I could willi; 
foinething therefore muft depend upon 
your care to improve thofc faculties 
you poflTcfs from heaven, and which 
have received all the polifli of a genteel 
education. 

My kinfman is too w^ell acquainted 
with my fentiments to think that I 
mean to wound him by this recapitu¬ 
lation— all that I intend is only by 
this retrofpeft to fhew him his prefent 
fituation, and the neceflity there is by 
every honourable means to improve 
his fcanty fortune. 


Thcfc 
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Theie reflexions, to deal plainly 
with you, have been rail^ in my bo* 
Ibm by your account of the manner in 
which you received Sir John’s offer of 
procuring you an appointment. Be* 
jieve me Harry, there is a kind of falle 
delicacy which will fbmetimes operate 
on particular perfons, in fuch a manner 
as to injure them in the world with¬ 
out being ferviceable at all to the caule 
of virtue. I would by no means put 
a wrong conftrudbion upon your be* 
haviour, but 1 Ihould wifh to inftruA 
you in any points wherewith, through 
inadvertence, you may not be unac* 
quainted. 

As you are very ienfible that Sir 
John Neville is by no means of a tem¬ 
per to be dependant on the beft prince 
or court in the world, methinks you 
Ihould not even have hinted a fuppoli- 
tion that he had a del^n of urgii^ you 
to embrace that dependance which he 
himfelf dilapproves. As you are not 
deficient in politmels, I wonder this 

thought 
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LETTER XXVII. 

A 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

m 

June 2. 

rri 

X HE earl of Rich more, the great 
patron of Mr. Cafswell^ is arrived 
amongfl: us ; he is received with great 
politencfs by my father, with the mofl 
of ceremony by my mother that ever 
I knew her make ufe of. This noble¬ 
man is almoft inieparable from the 
young gentleman, whom I hope he is 
not mifleading from the paths of 
virtue. His lorddiip has a genteel 
addrefs and a large ettatc, and feems 
to attach himfclf much to mifs Clifford; 
I know not whether that young lady is 
ambitious of wearing a coronet; but 
if Ihcis, I really believe that there is 
one ready for her acceptance. Titles, 
pomp, and wealth are things very 
taking with moft of our fex. tlcaven 
knows, how^ little efFedt they have 
upon me. . As to the former, they are 
too often accompanied with fuch a 

G load 
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load of troublefome ceremony, as muft 
ncccfl^irily tend to make them burclen- 
ibme to one of my difpofition ; there 
are a few indeed, who having refolvcd 
to live to themlelves, lia\e at length 
accompliflied their wifli, but thelc 
have been pcc'ple of tqoal perft verance 
and remarkable good qtialitic^, which 
have with difficulty lecured them Irom 
the idle talk of the world, that is too 
apt to attend Inch a deviation from the 
tyta'nny of cullom, whofe law is too 
much honoured among the higher 
ranks of mankind. How few can 
co npafs fuch a defum !—As to riches, 
ihoiigli I am not one of thofc who pre¬ 
tend to defpile them, yet I think, there 
arc many things with which they ought 
not to be put into competition. In¬ 
deed, there are tliofe who may fay, 
there is'no wonder that rhofe who arc 
poiklTed of affluence lliould philofo- 
phife in this manner. I profefs my 
opinions arc not influenced, (at leaft 
upon examining my own heart I do 
not find that they are) by. any fuch 
ciicumllancc ^ — were 1* the poorell 

i^iliage 
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village maid, I could not con lent to 
be wedded either to the earl or to his 
young friend, becaule, I think I per¬ 
ceive in both of them fuch qualities as 
are likely to countcrpoife all the gifts 
of fortune. 

H is lordfhip talks of making apur- 
chafc in our neighbourhood, in order 
to be near us, and really I cannot help 
thinkincj; that mifs Chji'oj'd hears this 
wirh fatisfadion. I have conceived a 
great regard for that lady, and hope 
lord Richmorc may tuin out anoihcr 
fort of perfon than 1 take him tor, ifhe 
Ihould obtain her hand in marriaiye. 

If I am not mifinformed, the earl 
once had a brother lo whom he did 
riot Khave with the grearefl. kindnels ; 
the world fays likcwife, thut he has a 
nephew who lives at this time in great 

obfeuricy. I do not love to reafan 
upon thefe matters, which are the con¬ 
cerns of private families ; yet I can¬ 
not but obferve, that it is a little re- 

G 2 qKukable 
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markable to fee this nobleman fixing 
his attention fo much upon one who is 
not at all of kin to him, while he 
negle<5ts his own relations.— I'here is 
one of our family who has co;i.mitted 
many cxtravagarces, and yet my father 
has never refiifed to affill him, and 
would be at any time ready to counte¬ 
nance him, if he could be brought to 
a6l regulaily up to the rules of virtue; 
but he is a Ilrange young man, as Sir 
John fays, and of lb fickle a nature, 
that there is no certainty of his ad¬ 
hering to any principle whatfoever. 
If we can own fuch^i relation, wherein 
confifls the |.’‘roprictv of his lordfhip’s 
ncgl/fting Hs^ without any apparent 
realbn for fo doing. 

I doubt not but it will be faid, my 
dear Lucy, that 1 know little of life ; 
little indeed, do 1 defire to know, of 
what fonie call by that name younor 
as 1 am, if I cannot live to peace snJ 
virtue, I am indifierent about living at 

all——were I to lay as much to fome 

people, 
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people, I might perhaps incur the im¬ 
putation of vanity ; but you 1 look 
upon a fecond fdf; your faithful 
bofom is therefore the fare rcpofitory 
of the moft fccrct thoughts of 

Your, 

CECILIA NEVILLE 



LEITER 



i26 The Embarrassed Lovkrs 


L E r T E R xxviri. 


FROM THE SA?4!i TO THE SAME. 


June 3. 

Mu, Ciirey, my dear L.ucy, is rc- 
folved to be particular with me j lie fol¬ 
lows me wherever he can do it with 


•piopricry, and laft night my father 
gave him my hand at a ball, when hiS 
very look and gefture betrayed a paf- 
fion wliich I could heartily wifli he 


never had conceived. Splendidly 
drefled, we drew the attention of the 


whole company, which was the more 
fixed on u«, on account of the elegant 
air of Mr. Carey, who dances to a 
miracle. I faw, or thought I faw, fome 
very fignificant glances call towards 
him by a rich and handfome young 
widow who made one in the aflembly. 
I could not perceive any inclination in 
my partner to return them ; perhaps I 
ir.ifconftrued the meaning of this lan¬ 
guage i yet riches one would think 
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might be welcome to a youth of Mr. 
Carey’s livchncls, who feerns to have a 

4 ^ 

heart fuiceptiblc of plcafurc, at the 
larnc tio^e chat he makes no icruple of 
acknowledging how circumfcribccl his 
fortune is, while his difpolicion feerns 
to incline him to be generous, I had 
almoll faid to profufenefs. I know Sir 
John is inclined to Icrve him \ but how 
he will do it without oircnding a cer¬ 
tain delicacy that be appears to enter¬ 
tain, I know not. It is a pi:y that any 
misfortunes (hould ever have attended 
the father of fo worthy a Ton, who now 
depends chiefly upon an uncle that 
treats him with a parental aCfei^tion* 

My mother has of late feemed to 
have conceived a particular good opi¬ 
nion of Mr. Cafl'wcll: Indeed theie 
are many who fay that he has a very 
infinuatingaddrefs. It has never been 
ray cuftom to pafs a judgment upon 
the aflions of my parents, whofe care 
and prudence have hitherto fo well 
conduifled me through life; yet I con- 
fefs, I always fear for thofc who admit 

G 4 this 
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this young man to their intimacy •, yet 
I would wifh if pofllble to diveft my- 
felf of prejudice, and argue only from 
the precepts of reafon. Sir John is 
juft gone to London about particular 
biifincfs. 


My mother is indifpofed flie has 
juft now fent for me to attend her in 
her chamber. You will cxcufe me, 
Lucy i I fly to the beft of parents. 
Adieu, ever remember your 

CECILIA NEVILLE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXIX. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


June 4. 


Mr moilicr’s inclilpofifion is not at 

prefcnt of a dangerous narure. So fays 
her phyfician ; yet at ihe lame time he 
has intimated to Jbme about her, 
that lomething preys on her lpirit<^.~ 
It was intended to difpatch a nieflenger 
to recall Sir John ; but fhe will not 
fuffer it. What may thi.s mean ? I at¬ 
tend her with the moft tender care, 
yet there is nothing on her fpirivs that 
flic chufes to confide to her daughter. 


She lays flic is certain the dife/der will 
abate prclcnily. 

Caflwtll is gone to his father’s, I 
think I feel mylelf more cafy fincc his 


departure : Mr. Carey continues his 
reljpedive afliduities ; the tender man¬ 
ner in which he is always enquiring af¬ 
ter Lady Neville’s health, cannot but 
be moft agreeable to ; yet I can¬ 
not fay that 1 have perceived any 

G 5 great 
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great attention to him on the part of 
niy mother. Mifs Clifford, who has 
many good qualities, affords me much 
confolation, yet much do I mifs my 
dear Lucy, who has ever had the 
greateft fhare in the affections of her 

CECILIA NEVILLE. 


LETTER 
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1. E T T E R XXX. 

MISS LUCY HARVEY, 

T o 

MISS CECILIA NEVILLE. 

Believe me, my dear Mifs 

Nevillv*, you cannot I e more defirous 
than I am of our meeting \ which per¬ 
haps may take place looner than I at 
fiiil imagined; in the mean time, T 
need not tell you that your letters are 
moft welcome to me, as being the on¬ 
ly confolation which 1 can receive, in 
order to make amends for the lofs of 

your company. 

I doubted not but you muft now, as 
always, fpend your hours molt agree¬ 
ably at Ncville-Place, fince my ac¬ 
quaintance with the temper of your 
worthy parents, to whom you always 
bore a truly filial affection, muft nc- 
ceffarily lead me to conclude, that 

they would neglerft nothing to lender 

G 6 life 
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life agreeable, during the family’s re- 
lidence in this country. 

Neville-Place has always feemed to 
me a rerrcftrial paradife, and I think I 
know too much of my fair friend’s 
difpofition, to fuppofe that her long 
acquaintance with its beauties can di- 
minifh them in her eyes, or that Ihe 
finds lefs charms in an agreeable place, 
merely becaufe it is her home. 

I moft fiheerely wifli, that the arri¬ 
val of your new guefts may contribute 
to increafe your pleafures ; agreeable 
company is one of the greaieft delights 
in life, and I hope there is nothing in 
any of your guefts, that will contribute 
to render them difagrceable to you. 

At the fame time, my Cecilia, I 
cannot help repeating an obfcrvation 
that I have fo often made, and which 
I think you have alfo approved j it is. 
That there is little occafion for our 
minutely confidering every circum- 
ftance relative to our vihtants in polite 

life 
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life (provided we look upon them as 
vifitants only) while their general cha* 
rafter is fuch, as can refleft no di(ho- 
noiir upon us ; I know your delicacy 
in this cafe, my dear, and it cannot on 
the whole but be praife-worthy; young 
ladies cannot be too careful with whom 
they intimately aflTociate; yet I fliould 
be ibrry to fee my friend rendered un¬ 
happy by the folly of others.—You 
will conceive, that thcfc refleftions 
have their fuurce from fome paflagesin 
yours, where you exprefs a doubt con¬ 
cerning the difpofiiion of one with 
whom you are never likely to have any 
further connexion, than as a vifitor at 
Nevillc-Place, where (uch proper or¬ 
der is always kept, in the niidft of 
hofpitality, that the wildtfl cannot f^il 
of being retrained within the bounds 
of due decorum. 

The adventure of the young gentle¬ 
man, whom you formerly met with by 

accident, while you were in-(hire, 

might be likely to concern you more 
nearly, if your heart were not guarded 

againlt 



134 The Embarrassed Lovers. 

againft attacks of that kind, of which 
you exprefs fo much apprehenfion. 

My dear Cecilia, the good fenfe 
which you poffefs is fuch, that there 
has as yet been little room for any one 
to iliftate to you : Even your parents 
have not interfered in your determina¬ 
tion with regard to the mod important 
concerns in life ; all advice to you in 
fuch a cafe might therefore dein need- 
Icfs ; certainly, you who have rejefted, 
fo early in life, the proffer of fo many 
honourable and worthy matches, will 
never differ yourfelf to become the prize 
of one that is unworthy of the giftj 
yet, as many circumftances are to be 
confidcred, by people in a certain rank 
of life, it is never amifs to remind a 
woman that (he has a heart, which, 
perhaps in the bed of the fex, is the 
mod fufceptible of tender impreflions. 
Adieu! rny deareft Cecilia \ I am ever 
happy in fubfefibing mylelf, the fin- 

cereft of your friends, 

LUCY HARVEY, 


LET- 
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LETTER XXXI. 

■I 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

June g. 

o H! my dear, my valued friend, 
I am deeply engaged in your embar- 
raflrncnt; 1 think I fee it plainer than 
you do yourfelf, notwithftanding that 
penetration and underftanding, far 
beyond your years, which you are fo 
well kown to poflefs j but there are 
circumllances, there are matters where¬ 
in we cannot always judge for our- 
fclves. 

Forgive me, Mifs Neville but 
neither the ill difpofition you think you 
perceive in CalTwell, nor even the in- 
difpofition of your mother, gives me 
fo much anxiety as your own fituation, 
with regard to this amiable Mr,'Carey. 
Shall I be plain with you P I fear he 
has.won your heart.- Nor can I won¬ 
der at the conqueft, great as it is, if he 

polfelTes 
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■A 

pofleflcs thofc accomplifhments which 
you have mentioned. Indeed the very 
iblicitude you exprefs of guarding 
againft his paflTions, in the manner you 
exprefs it, feems to me to confirm this 
truth. But even Ihould this be fo, 
perhaps you will afk, what can be 
done ? It is indeed more eafy in cafes 
of this nature, toobferve theembarrafs- 
menf, than to point out the means by 
which it may be avoided. You lay my 
-dear, that you have already taken every 
precaution to avoid his being alone, or 
particular with you ; but at the fame 
time, you feem to intimate that you 
have not fucceeded. What more to 
advife is indeed a very difficult, at the 

fame time that it may be thought a very 
proper tafk for a friend to undertake, 
bince to avoid your lover at prefent is 
hardly prafticable, and to fee him 
without danger is impoffible, yet 
nothing can be added to the con- 
duft you have adopted, but a moft 
hearty endeavour to baniffi from your 
thoughts this too lovely youth, as 
there feems lb little likelihood of your 

ever 
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ever being happy in him as a hufband. 
This is all that can at prefent be ad- 
vil'ed by 

Your ever afl'c^fitionate friend^ 

LUCY HARVEY. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXII. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

June 7. 

A.LAS! my dear! is it not plain, 
that I proved too true a prophetefs ? 
Certainly I know more of my amiable 
friend’s heart than flie hcrfelf does; 
but furely you need not feer my 
upbraidings; I am convinced that he 
muft be lo perfcdtly delerving whom 
you could approve, that I know not 
how to pafs the leaft cenfure on what 
circuniftances, however at prefent, 
mud forbid me to approve. 

I am however of opinion, my Ce¬ 
cilia, that your cafe is not miuh the 
more embarrafled by a declaration 

which you expefted every day, efpe- 
cially as you put off the'aniwer you 
were to give him, which I doubt not 
will be fuch as may not dilgrace your 
prudences and if Mr. Carey be in 

reality. 
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reality, fuch as I apprcheml by your 
defcription, he will cloubtlyfs not en¬ 
deavour to take the kaft advantage of 
tlie ellccni you bear hi 11 . 1 mean nc c 

by this to fiiggell that Mifs Neville 
could have a lover who would venture 
to -offer any thing but on honourable 
terms i all I mean is, that 1 hope Mr. 
Carey is pofll-flcd of too much gene- 
roHcy and conlideration, to urge any 
thingwhich may involve you in anyem- 
barraifncient. He who loves truly will 
never injure the woman whom he loves* 
for the fake of gratifying his palHon* 
though even in the molf honourable 
way, if he pofleffes fentiment and deli¬ 
cacy. Thcfe it feems have been ap¬ 
parently cunfpicuous in your lover; 
and next to the didates of your own 
good fenfe, 1 fee nothing that you can 
more properly rely upon. Prove this 
favoured youth in the niceft point that 
can affed a man of true feeling and 
fenfibity—cither way you will be likely 
to draw an advantage from fuch a trial. 
Should he prefer the gratification of 
. his delires to the confideration of that 

obedience 
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obedience which you owe your parents, 
and that of your happinefs, your 
cfteem of him being lelTened, you will 
be the more cafily capable of reprefling 
your love; on the other hand, if he 
proves to be the generous fuitor, he 
will himfelf aflift you in overcoming 
your embarraiTmencs and his own ; he 
will cither be fo fully convinced of the 
impropriety of a mutual palTion, as to 
ufe every means, however painful, to 
fupprefs it; or he will be moderate in 
his profefGons of it, and indefatigable 
in endeavouring to remove thofe ob- 
ftacles which fortune has thrown in the 
way, if they ihould not prove abfolute- 
ly infurmountablc. Thus you fee, my 
dear, that the eclaircilTement, that you 
mod feared, by bringing things to a 
point, has furnilhed you with an ap¬ 
parent opportunity of adopting fome 
certain method of conduft, which 
may yet be. the means of bringing all 
to a happy iffue, which is the finccrc 
wilh of your 

LUCY HARVEY. 

LET 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


i 


MISS CECILIA NEVILLE, 


MISS LUCY HARVEY. 

June 

Yes, my Lucy, you judge right, 

the amiable, the worthy Mr. Carey, 
who for two days attended my reply to 
his addrcfles in rtfj^ftful filence, at 
length began to fhcw by the language 
of his eyes, that he expefted from me 
to receive a deliverance from the cruel 

fufpence in which he was held. In 
confequence of this, on the third 
morning I fiiftcred myfelf, infenfibly 
as it were, to be left alone witli him in 
the faloon, I doubted not but he would 
improve the opportunity ; yet even 
then his dixHdence, which was vifible 
in his countenance, while he difeourfed 
with me on indifferent fubjefts, had 
nearly cccauoned him to drop that in 

which 



1 
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which both of us were fo intimately 
concerned. I confefs, my dear, for 
the firft time, I feared leaft he fliould 
do fo; not that the moft ardent fover 
that was ever remembered amongft our 
fex, could entertain a doubt of the 
ftrength of his aficdlion •, but my fear 
arofc from the npprchcnfion, that I 
myfclf (liould ftill remain in a fufpence, 
little Ids difagreeable to me, than this 
had proved to him. 1 wiflicd that clc- 
corigm would have permitted me to 
make the firft advances; as it uould 
not, I remained filent: but what de- 
lign on either fide could not afiedt, 
was at length brought about by acci¬ 
dent. Yet, were I given to fuper- 
ftition, I might be led to deem it a 
fatal omen. A fmall miniature of my 
father, which I have ever impendant 
in iny bofom, and which, without 
well knowing what I was aDout, I was 
employed in playing with, being fud- 
denly loofened, fell upon the ft^or. 
Mr. Carey inftancly feized the oppor¬ 
tunity of taking U up, and prefenting 
it to me, the very fituation in which 

it 
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it ought to have been placed, natural¬ 
ly railed a crimfon blulh upon my 
che(;k, and threw me into fomc confu- 
fion'1 Having endeavoured in vain to 
faftdh it again, I took out a fmall cafe 
which contained a few trinkets, and 
there depofited it for the prefent. Mr. 
Carey then fetching a deep figh, ex¬ 
claimed How happy would be the 
-Jover who could have even his portrait 
placed in rhat clyfium where this was 

once;-how much happier, who 

could raife a tender thought in that foft 
boibrn j but this, Mlfs Neville, I ap¬ 
prehend to be the portrait of Sir John. 
A father’s is a dear relation ; yet a 

lover’s, madam,”-And here .he 

ftopped- 

May be as dear^ fir,” (returned I) 
when honour fays his aftions and 
prudence can fupport thofe of the be¬ 
loved objeftA” 

Ah ! madam !” (cri:d he, alitt'e 
more emboldened) “ can there be a 

doubt of the honour of him who is 

ready 
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ready to facrifice every thing that is 
dear to him, even life itfelf, to the 
miftrefs of his afFeftions.” , 

i 

Are there indeed many fuch'Mr. 
Carey ?” 

• ** That, madam, is a queftion which 
I confefs, I am not able to rcfolve ; 
but if 1 - could judge by my own 
heart,”—— 

Here he paufed. 

The heart” (replied I) ‘‘ is fame- 
times found to be deceitful, and we 
ought to queftion it clofely, in matters 
of this*nature. Self-denial is a pain¬ 
ful virtue.” 

It is fo, madam, but I have quef- 
tioned mine, and am certain that I can 
undergo any felf-denial for her I love. 
And having made this declaration, 
may I hope an anfvver from the fair 
one who poffellcs my foul ?”-- 


You 
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tures are lovers ! at one time they are 
all enlivened by hope, at another, can 
fearVely be aflured of any thing by any 
means ; I am fuch a novice, Lucy, in 
the fcicncc, that this excited my fur- 
prize ; however, I aiTured Mr. Carey, 
of every thing that prudence could war¬ 
rant, and he is now admitted my fuitor, 
hilt I think, under fuch reftrieftions as 
are unexceptionable. 

Thus have 1, my friend, to the bed 
of my capacity, followed your excellent 
fcheme *, and I Ihould even entertain 
a hope, that this good youth might 
become agreeable to my father and 
mother, were it not for a hint that has 
been given me by the latter, who is 
now recovering faft from her indifpo- 
(dion, that Sir John has already fixed 
ills eye upon one whom he intends me 
for a hulband, and who is of noble ex- 
traflion. Her ladyfhip has allb added, 
that this is the only time when fhe has 
found her hufband fo determined in an 
affair of this nature ; and this was the 
cauie of my adding w'bat I did, to my 

H 2 difeourfe 
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difcourfe with Mr. Carey.-This, 

you will fay, renders felf-denial more 
necedary than ever; what is thati but 
faying, that it renders it ftill more ne- 
ceflary that your friend ihould be 
miferabie. Adieu ! believe me to be 
ever yours. 


CECILIA NEVILLE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


June lOr 

My father is returned, my dear 
Lucy, and every circumftance feems 
to 'oomfirm what I mentioned in my 
lad } he has already told me, that he 
has feledted for me a lover lb unex> 
ceptlonable, that pcrverlenefs itfclf can. 
alone urge me to refule him. 1 could 
only anfwer, that as I had determined 
never to tranfgrefs his will in point of 
marriage, fo I hoped the bed of fathers* 
would continue the fame conduct he. 


had ever adopted, with regard to mine. 
Idear his anfwer. 

.A 

“ Cecilia,” replied he, “ I have 
but few words to fay at prefent on thi.? 
fubjefb. Hitheto, your mother and 
myfelf have perfedlly agreed, in our 
private thoqghts, with your rcfufals •, 

• the fame good fenie which led you to 

H 3 them,. 
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them, if you (till pofTefs it, I doubt; 
not will now ICiid you to an accept- 
tance of what is hereafter to be mi o- 
pofed to you. An atredtation of iijbfo- 
lute averfion to marriage, is as foblifli 
as it is unnatural. As to your youth, 
many younger than you are mothers, 
and it mud be the word of griefs, to a 
family like ours, to fee a child’s ubdi- 
nacy leave us as it were wltboutrntr-" 
membrancc. An unworthy arrach- 
ment, I cannot think you have formed ; 
any fccret one is beneath that opennefs, 
that generous confidence which you 
have always repofed in us, and which 
is your grcatcd praife* 1 would have 
you confidcr thefe matters, Cecilia, 
;.5cven before I name tlie pciion to you, 
«and you fiiall know my will at another 
opportunity.** 

I 

There were many things in this 
fpeech, to which I attended, that 
muft affed me.—“ An unworthy at¬ 
tachment—a Secret correipondence!” 
from whence foever my father got his 
ideas of the£r, they made a ftrong im- 

preflion 
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prefilon upon niy heart. ‘‘Ah !’* faid I to 
myfclf, “ what is now become of that 
cc^nfidencc in my parents, which was 
once my greateft praife ? Mud I either 
loie their cilcem, or forfeit my own 
happinefs? Who can this unknown 
lover be, whom it would be the height 
of obftinacy to refufe ? And what per-^ 
feilions can he boall tliat arc ruperior— 
AhJ^^vhat that will be found equal to 
thofo pf Harry Carey ?”—But 1 muft 
attend the farther explanation of my 
parents will, and when that is revealed^ 
how fhall I Hand in oppofition to it ? 

In the interim^ I cannot but ob- 
ferve, that my mother grows more and 
more prejudiced in favour of Mr. 
Caflvvcll, who is returned hither, af¬ 
ter having been received (as I find) in 
l^the moft afTeftionate manner by his 
father. I obferve what you fay, my 
dear, concerning prdudices againft 
particular perfons; I would avoid 
them if poflible j but do you not take 
notice, that mine againft this young 
man, has its foundation in fomething 

H 4 amifs 
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amifs in his cliarafter ? I agree with 
you, indeed, that people may be good 
company, whofe condu6b is not qujte 
unexceptionable; yet furely I may be 
allowed on the other hand to obferve, 
that perfons of ill principles, and an 
inlinuating addrefs, are often danger- 
ous. 1 do not pretend abfolutely to 
form judgements; but to you, as to 
my fccond fclf, 1 exprefs my app?*— 
hendons *, if they are ill founded, 1 
know that you will bear with the 
weaknefs, while you correct the errors 
of 

Your ever fincere, 

t 

' And affcAionate, 

CECILIA NEVILLE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXV. 

MfSS ISABELLA CLIFFORD 

T o 

MISS EMILIA CLIFFORD 

J TJ M E 21. 

So, the plot is out at laft; Mr, 

Carey is now more than enamoured of 
Mifs Neville ; he is abfolutely dying 
for her, it is apparent in all his ac¬ 
tions ; the lady entertains a mutual 
paflion for him, fuch as I fear will be 
vifible to every body •, I fay, I fear it; 
becav^fc I do not fee any likelihood of 
the courtlhip turning out to the fatis- 
faftion of the parties. Sir John is 
now returned, and as I think, feems a 
little ruffled in his temper, a thing not * 
\^y common with him; yet he be¬ 
haves with great feeming complacency 
to Mr. Carey;—and as to Mr. CafT- 
well, he appears to be in high favour 
with every bodv, excej^t it be Mifs 
Neville, who 1 think looks rather cool 

H 5 upon 
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upon him : But perhaps this may be; 
only imagination ; but the love affair 
I I'peak of is certain, though the young 
lady has not thought fit to make,,me 
her confidante; at which circumllance 
I am not a little pleafed, as I fliould 
not well know what part to ii£t in the 
affitir, if I had been honoured with I'o 
high a truft. 

Befides, you know, Emilj’^^X^told 
you that I had an affair of my ovvn ; 
and I afliire you, it is ftill in a good 
w'ay. My lord, chough not a refidenr, 
is a conftant vifitant, and I have only 
to fay the word, “ And I fliall be a la¬ 
dy, and ride in a gilded coach.’I My 
charms are fo great, that even thofe 
of Mifs Neville have not been able to 
make any imprcllion upon my noble 
lover; fo conftant is his attachment. 

1 have jufl: heard, that our amiabi? 
Har I y has been prevailed on to accept 
an appointment from Sir John, whieij, 

I gueis right) is calculated for no 
Ollier end than that of removing him 

from 
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from his perfbn End coancii.^ for 
^ ever/* according to the phralc of our 
modern patriots, Howwer that may 
be, Harry docs not i'eem to look upon 
the matter in fiich a light. I find in¬ 
deed, that at firft he demurred on it, 
on principles of independance and de¬ 
licacy (fuch as arc fufiiclent always to 
prevent a man from rifing in the world) 
but being alfured, that thefe will not 
be invaded, he has confented to take 
an obligation from his friend the baro« 
net, though he does not chulc to ac¬ 
cept one from his fovercign : yet, by 
the bye, I do not find that he is in 
any hurry to take pofleflion of the 
plat e ^ h e is willing, a little longer to 
balk in the funiliinc of his Cecilia’s 
eyes; whofe beams, however, he can 
fcarccly bear; while llie, on her part, 
is all confufion whenever Ihe meets 
^i*s. • Pretty enough this, to thofe con¬ 
cerned ! but I muft own, my taltc is 
hardly refined enough for a great deal 
of it; or perhaps the ill treatment I 
have met with, and the infinccriry of 
the profeflions of Ibme, may have 

H 6 given 
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given me a kind of diigufl; to thofe of 
of others, who may be more (incere. ’ 
In effeft, I believe I have found out a 
iecret, Emily, that 1 do not know 
whether 1 ought to truft you with; it 
is however, no more than this, that the 
ientimental feelings of youth, are too 
apt to decay as we advance in life, and 
to leave every day more and more of a 
kind of felfifhnefs behind, which be¬ 
ing conftantly increafed by our koow- 
-ledge of the world, contributes not a 
little to pall our tafte for pleafure, and 
to make us admire at that fenlibility in 
others, which we ourfelves were once 
poflelTed of. As we proceed farther 

towards maturity, this difoof tion 
gains ground upon us, and perhaps 
becomes one of the principal character- 
iftics of old age. Heaven, which 
formed us, had doubtlefs wile ends in 
view, in appointing this alteration / 
but I am ill at thcfe enquiries, they 
belong to philofophcrs, and if we may 
believe what is the general opinion of 
mankind, philofophcrs are not much 

the happier for them.—-So I Ihall 

break 
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break ofThere, only defiring that what 
^as already been faid, may (land as R 
uifiicient apology for any feeming want 
of^fenfibiliiy in 

Your afiedionate 

ISABELLA CLIFFORD^ 


LETTER. 



158 The Embarrassed Lovers. 


LETTER XXXV. 


GEORGE CASS WELL, E S'Qi 


T O 

MR. JOHN TURNER. 

May 17. 

\V ELL; Jack, I believe all things 

will be brought to bear at laft, Jicre I 
am at Neville-Place again, and Emily 
likewife will be here foon. I am well 
with Sir John, and highly in her 
ladyfliip’s good graces. The reft are 
complaifant to me, and that is all I de- 
fire, as that will be fufficient fopi ^very 
thing neceflary for my purpofe. 


I have obferved, almoft ever fince I 
have been here, a propenfity in the 
fonct to ferve Mr. Carey, whofe 
as he ufed to fay, demanded every 
one’s acknowledgement. To him I 
perceive he intends to give his daugh¬ 
ter, Cecilia, in marriage ^ but as I 
do not intend that he Ihould, it is an 

hundred 
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hundred to one at Icaft, if ever it is 
cffcfted. I have a hufband in my eye for 
Wr, quite another fort of a man than 
Harry Carey*, one who perhaps may not 
feeni fo entirely agreeable to the lady, 
as not being quite lb fentimenral. So 
romantic a lover, you know I do not 
correfpond with people of that ftamp, 
except when I cannot help it. But 
fuch as he is, he has made himfelf 
agreeable to other women before now, 
fo that I do not fee any reafon why 
he Ihould not be accepted. He was 
recommended to me by one of their 
own family too, though that indeed is 
•a ^ircumftance which I lhall rather 
chu'k to.fupprefs, as honeft Ned Ne¬ 
ville is not at prtfent greatly in the 
good graces of his kindred: Ned is 
a hearty chearful companion, and one 
us •, his cxpences having therefore, 
than once, driven him to folic it 

A 

the baronet’s alTi dance, he is deemed 
an extravagant fellow, ib that his 
^^ord will have no weight with them. 

■ Methinks I hear thee fay now, ** Who 
has been more addi<^ed to e]||rava> 

I gance 
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gance than George CalTwell ?’* True T 
but then thou knoweft, Jack, I ant 
become a penitent; and a reformed*, 
linn&r is at any time the next degree 
to a faint, which to me mull be a 
comfortable reflexion. 

In order to lecure fuccefs in my 
operations, 1 have proceeded, as thou 
wilt own, in the moll mafterly man> 
ner; for I have begun with the weaker 
veflel. I have infinuated myfelf fo 
far into the favour of Lady Neville, 
that Ihe has been fur fome time ready 
to give credit to my aflertions, and to 
lillen to me as to an oracle. This alone 
is fuflicient to flatter one o(.Jefs;tva« 
nity than myfelf j but as vanity here is 
not the principal conlideration, it mud 
not be too far indulged. Her lady- 
Ihip’s influence upon her hulband wjJJL^ 
prove of the greateft Icrvice tor.^ri 
1 have already, with much feeming 
reludance, pointed out to her feveral 
faults in the feeming faultlefs Harry 
Carey, and have gone lb far as to ** 
hint fume reafons why it would be 

improper 
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improper to join him in the holy 

binds of wedlock with Mifs Neville. 

# 

For his part, I believe, he does not 
dream that the good people have any 
fuch intention, yet I miftake greatly 
if he has not an ardent defire to 
carry on a fecret correfpondence with 
the girl, on which it is eafy to build 
his ruin. Faith, Jack, there is not one 
of thefe fentimcntal virtuous boafters, 
that will not yield before the charms 
of a fine woman, or that may not be 
fcduced into every thing which they 
call €vil^ by her allurements. What 
Then^is this virtue, which they pique 
them^dveJ 5 upon ? What but a habit, as 
once abitaining from fuch excelTes of, 
they have little inclination to run into, 
and a violent propenfity to cenfure other 

even for what they themfelves 
of ? Even Mifs Neville, who 
is reckoned a pattern of virtue, for 
her fex, on account of that very fen¬ 
timcntal turn, which is fo much ad- 
Ihired in her, is now in a fair way to 
be guilty of fuch errors, as her greateft 

will not be able to excufe. 

I rc- 
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I rejoice when I fee thofe boafters 
luimbled, who have the folly and^f- 
frontery to confider themfelves asr fu- 
perior to us, who aft merely upon the 
principle of felf-love and intereft, and 
fairly and honeftly tell the world that. 
However, wc need not envy them, fince 
they fo often fall, and when they feem 
ever fo much to perfevere, their virtue 
generally proves its own reward. Let 
them enjoy this Jhadow sf a mighty 
name^ as the Roman Brutus called it, 
while we know how to improve life, 
by enjoying the real fubftantial fweets 
of it, and thus in fome meafure/make 
ourfclvcs amends for thejhormefs of 
its duration. As 1 know thou arc 
perfectly of my opinion in thofe points, 
fo 1 doubt not of thy afliftance in 
every thing that may be requirfttLp'** 
thee. By the incloled paper 
feen what remains for thee to do •, for 
my own part, sdl my opera^'ions are 
fufpended for the prefent. They -will 
commence again at the arrival dir 
Emily, which is eagerly wiihed for, by 
thy friend, ’ , . •'* 

GEORGE CASSWELi;. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 


I 


HENRY CAREY, ESQt 

T O 

CHARLES MORLEY, ESQ;. 

June 13. 

AM happy indeed, my dear Charles, 
if the love of the mod beautiful and 
moft deferving of her fex, can make 
me fo. My letter at firft, indeed, re¬ 
ceived but a dubious anfwer; but a 
favourable opportunity afterwards of- 

I received a more explicit oncj 

when the fair one confefled—yes, 
Charles, fhc confefled her efteem for 
me, whilft her eyes told me that efteem 
was but another word for love! But, at 
fame time that ihe made this con- 
flae gave me to underftand her 
rcfolution of paying a perfeft obe» 
Axencyn the commands of her father, 
^a matter of fo ferious a nature as 
matrimony} a refoludon which I could 
not but approve, even while I almoft 
t'ficelay it muft prove fatal to my 

hopes* 
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hopes.—Think what a circumftance 
this is for a lover!—^The idol of 
heart tells me that Ihe has reafon to 
imagine her father and mother will 
never approve of her joining me in 
marriage.—^And can I, of all men in 
the world, pcrfuade her to difoblige 
them ? No, my friend, even though 
the bewitching charmer fhould be 
ready to yield herfelf, all beauteous as 
fhe is, to my arms, yet never could I 
prevail on myfelf fo far to forget what 
is due to honour and to the laws of 
hofpitality, as to accept the offer. Alas! 
it is too plain that there is no relieptbr ' 
me!—Though I have had a glunpfc of 
Elyfium, I muft never hope to enjoy 
it, but lhall be' condemned to pine 
whole years in hopelefs love—yet even 
this is nothing to what I feel on 
count of the excellent Cecilia. 
plain that the dear maid entertains the 
moft tender regard for me. "Vv^i^t then- 
muft be the conflifl between love , 
honour in her tender bofom ? The' 
very thought is fuSicient to diftrai^ 
me. Ah! who knows the deead^'^* 

effects- 



The Embarrassed Lovers. 165 


<riFe£l;s which fuch a fituation may 
p/oduce in her delicate frame! 1 am 
led almod; to accufe mylelf for having 
ever difclofed to her my unhappy paf- 
lion; better had it been for ever fmo- 
thered in my bread;; better had it 
been for me to have borne my lot aloner 
than thus to have involved her with 
me, and communicated all the pangs of 
hopelefs love. If I mull be for ever 
unhappy, how much will my fate be 
embittered by reflefling at the fame 
time that 1 have ruined 

.. 'I The faireft, lovelkfi fonn that Heav’n e’er 
made!” 


But there is another pallion belides 
that of love, which is too' apt to take 
place in our bofoms in fuch a fituation. 
If m y Cecilia has reafon to believe her 
‘^'^Wts will not approve of an alliance 
tf^ith me, and if there are reafons, 
which^^Mhe faid, it is not freptr to 

have. I not the greateft caule 
^tomipe^l that Sir John has ibme other 
perfon in view for whom he intends 
_,lTter. Yet, if he has, what 
V^i~fiave I to complain } 1 who am 

.tinder 
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under fuch obligations to him *,—Yes, 
it is to theft that I (hall owe my un- 
happinefs more than even my want 
of fortune, theft will ftand in my wa)\ 
and prove obftacles to every attempt 
that I can make of gaining Cecilia. 
I have endeavoured to weigh all theft 
things together in the balance of rea- 
fon i I queftion whether 1 am capable 
of doing it; but which way foever I 

turn myftlf; I find innumerable diffi¬ 
culties, fuch as I fear it will prove im- 
polfible for me ever to furmounc.— 
CalTwell has of late been very ^fij- 
duous to oblige me; if appearances 
may he credited he is quite reformed 
in regard to thofe points wherein he 
was faulty, his own parents ftem con¬ 
vinced that he is, and he is in the 
higheft favour with the mother of jiff 
Cecilia, That circumftance,^ Charfes, 
leads me not to flight hisvDroftered 
friendfhip. I have already olrftrved 
that her ladyfliip was rather 
wards me of late i perhaps, by his 
means, I may come at the caufe of thi^ 
coolnefs, which I chink it impOITiriiic 

much 
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much to know. I (hall therefore be left 
refcrved to him, though I think it by 
no means proper to intruft him with 
the fecrct of my heart.—At this very 
moment he is enquiring for me.— 

Adieu !—You lhall foon hear again 
from 

Your, &c. 


HENRY CAREY, 


LETTER 
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X E T T E R XXXVIII. 

TROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

July 8. 

My new friend has allured me of 

his good offices ■, he farther fays, that 
he believes he can penetrate into the 
reafon of Lady Neville’s refcrve, 
though at preient he does not chufe 
to mention his opinion of it, which 
Jie fays takes its fource from an origin 
‘ that 1 little fufpef);. He adds tl^tj^hs 
' believes, Mifs Clifford has feme ‘ caufe 
of refentment againd. me, and if 1 
^underftand him aright, he would inti- 
' mate that this lady has conceived a 
paffion for me, to which it has excited 
her anger, to find I make no reRnr ' 
If it be fo, I am forry for if^ 'as I 
cannot but confider this a^ a new mif- 
fortune i doubly lb, as 1 ^tcmot en> 
dure the thoughts of giving]£>lS^ 
any one, and as there is no knowing 
the confequences of a refentment oi 
this nature. Yet what can 1 

4 , ever 

» T 



The Embarrassed Lovehs. 169 

ever been refpedtfully cornplaifant to 
that young lady, and to alter my be¬ 
haviour, fb as to make it-more parti¬ 
cular now, is what you may be fure. 

1 cannot think of doing. Indeed this ' 
intimation furprifes me, as I always 
looked upon Mils CliHbrd as a lady, 
who, having already met with a dif- 
appointmeat in a love affair, would be 
extremely cautious to guard her heart 
againft any future attachment; but 
there is no accounting for the aff(?c- 
tions of the mind in others, we can 
fcarcely account for our own. If this., 
be ^o, I can only wilh th^lady had 
fixed hers upon one who had the power 
of teturnmg them. I may well leem 
inlenlible on my part to her difplea-. 
fure, which, as I have never wilfully 
Incurred, nor have 1 received any ex- 
ternal marks of it. Mr. CalTwel has 
promifed {o give me a further infight 
mto th^.^>affai^, with this advice upon 

which, however I fiiaU 
weigh well before I determine upon 
any thtitt.^ Certainly this young goitle- 
tftm UQdetitands great deal of life, 
VoL. I. 1 ^and 
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and has an undcrftonding above his 
years : I hope he has not learned the 
fa0iionable vice of infincerity; I can 
conceive no intcreft he can have in 
praftifing upon me, and I think my 
condudi; is fuch as deferves not to be 
deceived. 

‘ Alas! what do I fay! how fliould 
I be confounded, were any one know¬ 
ing the fecret of my love, to ftand 
forth and reproach me with it ? Might 
he not fay, ** Canft thou boaft of .a 
free and open behaviour, who arc at 
this time urging a clandelline edrVe^ 
fpondence with the daughter of thy 
friend*and patron.”-—What a clofe ac- 
cuier is tl^ heart, at lead mine has 
ever proved fo to me, when I have been 
guilty of an evil or improper action. --3 
Y(rt, I W’ll filence all accufation, 1 
will refolvc to dare to be hor^ouraMe^ 
whatever pains it maycoft rnib i^o keep 
the rel<)linion. 1 will fcorn 
this treafure of my foul by any other 
ntethod than that of alking her of her 
lather^—I will wait a whik 

farther 
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farther found tlie intentions of Sir 
John, till I can find whether there is 
any happy youth dcftgned for Iter 
arms—(hould the father prove inex-' 
orable, I muft abandon my hope'leJs 
love, I will then quit Neville Place, ’ 
requeuing no more of the baronet, 
than that he will Hill perfift in‘.the 
manner he has hitherto perfevered in, 
of not forcing his child’s inclinations, 
at the fame time that I will conjure 
her to drive me from her thoughts, Xu 
facrificing fo much at leaft to duty. 
Tjiis done, I will endeavour to bfai“ 
iny fate with rclignatiort, rather than 
make a worthy family unhappy. 

I had almoft forgot to oblervc, that 
theyounger lifter of Mifs Clifford, has 
received a prefling invitation to n%ake 
one of our company at Nevillc-Place, 
where Ihe will no doubt be a very wel- 
co'mev^eft. 1 can add no more at 
.•^vViCnt, but wilh you to pity. 

Your affedbionate friend, 

HENRY CAREY. 


2 


1.ETTER 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

A 

July 15. 

J\{lY misfortune, dear Morley, is in¬ 
evitable.—I have had another con¬ 
versation with Mr. Caffwell, he has 
given me what I think amounts to 
demonftration, of the paffion of 
Mifs Clifford, and I really think I 
recolledb fome circumilances which 
tend to confirm it. He has gone far¬ 
ther j he has fuggefted that Lady Ne¬ 
ville being made the confidant of her 
love, approves, and that chiefly bc- 
cauft* ihe fiu ccfs of it w«ould deliver her 
from a thoufand fears, which Ihe enter- 
tains of my defigns upon her daughter. 

Defigns upon her daughter!** 
Heavens, do you believe that, Charles. 
Can I be luipeded of any but the 
moft honourable defigns ? Yet 
'the occalion of .her coolnels towafdr^ 

t _ _ 

me*—in effed, fhe fufpeds my love; 
whether ihe has communicated her fur-* 

mifes 
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LETTER XLIII. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

August 4. 

We L L! I have executed my 

project, and you (hall hear how it fuc- 
ceeded. I am really forry that the 
fond turtles are fo far gone in love ; 
yet I cannot help entertaining a fort of 
prejudice againft Harry, who, to ufc 
the men’s expreffion, has treated me 
very cavalierly. When I write to a 
man again, I ihall deferve, and pa*, 
tiently receive, Hill worfe treatment. 


Sir John is ftill all goodnefs; but as 
to Lady Neville, fhe looks as if Ihe 
meant more than (he chole to fay. 1 
wonder what is the matter with her. 
As to Harry, he can fcarcely be fa- 

vo»;^^d a moment with her converfa- 

• * ^ * _ 

cion. Perhaps I guefs the reaion of 
that. But there is fomething more to 
be guelled a'c yet. Sir John’s niece, 

who 
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who like a comet (pray mind the 
fimile.) Are yon good at fimiles ? Now 
I really am fond of them, when they 
are apt ones; though I do not ap- - 
prove them in fome modern authors, 
who, 

“ Liken tltings, that arc not like at all.” 

But to return *, Sir John’s niece, 
who like a comet fuddenly vifited us, 
and as fuddenly retired, is expefted 
here again fliortly. Now I really had 
fct her down for CaffweH’s miftrefe. 
It would have been a pity indeed, if I 
fhould not have ftayed to fee the event 
of my conjecture. Oh! you cannot 
conceive how fober, how prudent, the 
young gentleman I fpeak of, is grown. 
Well I he has really many accomplilh- 
ments, and if he is in earned refolved 
to apply them rightly, he may make'a 
figure in life. He has a good perfon, 
and wants not for penetration; in ef- 
fe£l:, he l^nis well calculated to, go. 
through the world ; and I aOure you, 
without being a lord, in many things 
be eclipfes my humble fiervaht Lord 

Richmore. 

l 
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Richmore. Indeed the latter is a moft: 
cruel man; I am afraid I muft abfo- 
lutcly difeard him :—abfent a whole 
week, and not one billet-doux \ it is 
not in nature, (I mean in uemari^s na- 
ture) to bearir. Oh ! how unlike the^ 
fencimental, fighing, conftanc Harry' 
Carey ; lure he would die, if he were 
not to draw every day frefli life from 
his fair miftrefs’s engaging looks, and 
inchanting, converfation. Should he 
be abfent;—can ho bear the thought! 
And yet I fear he muft. But all this 
is rambling at a ftrange rate •, how¬ 
ever, you will excufe me, Emily, for 
ufing every means to divert my chagrin, 
when you read the inclofed letters, the 
latter of which you will eafily perceive 
was intended merely to vex me, and 
not ill calculated for this purpofe, ac¬ 
cording to the meridian of woman’s 
vanity. But I will not anticipatethe 
thing will fpeak for itielf, ^nd there* 
fore 1 entirely fubmlt it toy our judge¬ 
ments Read and determine* 

Your alFedltonate, 

ISABELLA CLIFfORD. 
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mss ISABELLA CLIFFORD, 

T O 

HENRY CAREY, ESQ^ 

August u 

SIR, 

We RE I not fully acquainted 
with the good fenfe, of which you are 
poiTefled, I might think more apolo¬ 
gies necelTary for this letter, than at 
prefent I may ufe. 


Howwcr it may feem to be inter¬ 
fering in your affairs, yet, as 1 have 
been made the confidante of a paifion, 
which* you entertun for Mifs Neville, 
my regard for that worthy family, on 
the one hand, and the cfteem 1 have 
conceived for your charafteron the 
other, have urged me to addrefs a few 
words to you upon the fubjed. 

Give me leave, fir, in the moft 
friendly manner, to remonftrate to you 

on 
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on the little likelihood ther6.eveF could, 
be of your fucceeding in fuch a fui^ 
if you take the honourable and fair 
method, of applying to Sir John for 
his confent, who has in effedt already 
declared, that he defigns his daughter 
for anotlier. 'I'o proceed clandelHne- 
ly, is what 1 hope is far from your 
thoughts; nor do 1 think the lady 
herfclf would favour fuch a proceed* 
ing. In this view of things, you 
never can obtain her in marriage; but 
there is one thing that you can, and 
very probably will do, and that is no 
other, than to make the object of your 
affections miferable. The weaknefs of 
the moft intelligent of our fex, may 
render her unhappy, though it may 
not be fudicient to induce her to com¬ 
mit a wrong, or an imprudent aCtion. 
If you weigh theie things well, furcly 
your good fenfe will convince, you, of 
the neceflity there is, of no longer 
abandoning yourfelf to a fruitlefs paf- 
fion, which muft prove detriment^ to 
your honour or your happinefs. 

VoL, I.» • K Females 
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Females arc not fuppofed to be- 
.poflefled of fucli a degree of firmnefs, 
in thefe matters, as men. When a 
woman has once given way to love, it 
is hard indeed for her to recover from 
Ihe'.plcafing dclufion ; efpecially if fhe 
has a heart fufceptible of tender im- 
,p<!eflions. This is more properly the 
part of your fex *, it is to yon, fir, 
who infpired Mifs Neville with tender 
fentiments, that fhe can alone be 
ftrengthened in her refolutions of con¬ 
quering them. This indeed will be a 
tafle worthy of Mr. Carey. Though 
it may include a painful felfi denial, 
yet it will be recompenfed by a mofb 
noble viflory. Your own happinefs, 
and Mifs Neville’s, depend on your 
exerting yourfelf upon this cccafion : 
The means are in your power ; but it 
is not for me to advife farther*, as I 
can only add, that abfence is general- 
Jiy allowed to be the beft cure for 
love ; which I conceive is a truth 
that moft of your fex are no ftrangers 
to i you will beft judge, .whether it 
may not be proper in this cafe. What- 

‘ ever 
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ever be the remedy, it is mod proper 
that the motion ihould come from 
youat leaft, this is the opinion of 
one of the fincereft of Mifs Neville’s 
friends, and, iir. 

Your mod obedient fervant, 

ISABELLA Clifford; 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLV. 

HE NRY CAREY, ESQi 

T O 

MISS ISABELLA CLIFFORD. 

MADAM, August 3. 

X H A D the favour of your letter, 
and muft confefs niyfelf to be much 
obliged to you for your advice •, though 
I know not how much I am fo, for the 
motives which occafioned you to give 
it. I am forty that Mifs Neville 
Ihould have urged you on our affairs, 
unhappy as they are, it was never my 
wilh to involve any other perfon in 
our perplexities. That the fair fex are 
fufceptible of tender impreflions, is a 
truth, of which many are too fenfible. 
But the unhappinefs of fome, arifes 
from thefe being mutual, that of 
others, from their not being returned. 
'Where the latter is the cafe, indeed 
ijvexy method ought in reafon to be 
ufed to fupprefs it, and •abfence has 
been found very cffcdlual. How pco- 

4« pie 
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pie fliould concUift themfelves in the 
former cafe, is what a third'perfon can 
feldom be capable of judgingj but 
Mifs Clifford, and all the world, may 
reft affured, that I fliall never adt dif- 
honourably, in any fituation whatfo- 
ever. Perhaps the lady, to whom- 
this is addrelTed, m ay herlelf, however, 
have a full convidlion, how painful 
the conflidt muft be, before that vidto- 
ly can be gained over the paflions, 
which Ihe fo ftrenuoufly recommends 
to lovers. 

You will acknowledge, madam, 
that I have treated this fubjedt on its 
proper footing •, I fliall only add, that 
both Mifs Neville and myfelf, muft 
necefFarily be highly obliged to you, 
for the concern which you exprefs for 
our happinefs for which, pleafe to 
accept the thanks of him, who has the 
honour of fubferibing himfelf, madam, 

Your very obedient, 

humble fervanr, 

HENRY CARE’^* 


K ^ LETTER, 
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LETTER XLVI. 

JAMES MAYNARD, ES<i. 

T O 

HENRY CAREY. ESQ^ 

A V C G S T to- 

IT was with pleafure^ my dear k!nl- 
inan» tbac 1 heard your detertninarion 
of accepting the appointment intended 
you by Sir John Neville, who, as I 
find by one of his late letters, is high¬ 
ly charmed with your behaviour, and 
is ftudying how in every refpefb to 
promote your intereft 5 and as you are 
calculated to fuccced in life, I have 
hopes to find, that you will be enabled 
to retrieve your circvimftances, and to 
attain that height of fortune, which 
once was the lot of your anceftors, and 
which you are not of a difpofition to 
abufe. For though I would never 
have you make wealth your idol, yet 
1 can never advife you to defpife it, 

riche?. 
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riches, well ufed, cannot but contri* 
butc to happincfs, as they put it in our 
power to live comfortably ourfelves, 
and to oblige our friends, if they 
.ihould be in need of our fervice, 

1 am pleated to find, that you have 

an intention to put in Mr. M- 

to officiate for you in quality of a de¬ 
puty; 1 much approve your choice, 
as 1 think he has two recommenda¬ 
tions, the one his capacity, and the 
other his diftrefs. To fearch- out 
merit in obfeurity, is certainly a noble: 
principle, and I fliould always prefer 
that mode of relief, which, by provi¬ 
ding fome kind of employment for the 
perlon, may render him ufeful, and 
give him at the fame.time, an opportu- 
inty of not languilhing beneath a load 
of obligation, which may be fometimes 
even too much for a generous mind to 
Bear. The bleffihgs of this man and 
his family, will certainly attend you,, 
when they hear of this your determi¬ 
nation •, which however, it will not be 
proper to. mention, till it is near time 
tor him to enter upon his office, 

K.4 M 
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My dear Harry, I have Hill greater 
profpefts for you in life, than you can 
imagine, but of thele at prefcnt I can¬ 
not give you intimation ; I can only 
repeat, that a youth of your accom- 
plifliments ought to hope for every 
thing, whilft you adhere to the princi¬ 
ples of virtue and honour, which I 
have not the leaft doubt but you will 
never depart from; and whilft I enter¬ 
tain this opinion, I feel the warmeft 
fatisfaftion, in afluring you, that I 
am 

Your afilcTiionate kinfman, 

JAMES MAYNARD. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLVIL 

GEORGE CASS WELL, ESQ;, 

T O 

MR. JOHN TURNER. 

Avgust I2» 

* 

f^MILY is at length arrived, and I 
doubt not but all things will go on as I 
intended; for all is now in an excel- 
celleni train. But thou haft had a 
great deal of patience to wait fo long 
without knowing any thing of my in¬ 
tentions. Now in return for this, I 
will condefeend to give thee fome little 
notion of the matter, yet I lhall not an¬ 
ticipate too much, even in companion 
to thee, as I would not deprive thee of 
the pleafure which will arife from the 
unravelling of my plot. 

However, as a general idea of this 
matter, I will give thee to underftand, 
that young Carey’s paflion for Mifs 

K 5 Neville^ 
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Neville, being by no means to my 
purpofe to encourage, I am refolved 
if poflible, to prevent a match between 
them from taking place* 

Now methinks I hear thee fay. 

Oh ! thou unconfcionable fellow ! — 
Now thou art not contented with a dc- 
fign upon one girl, but another muft^ 
be attempted.—Cecilia Neville, and 
her fortune; a marriage feheme I iup- 
pofe.” 

Yes, it is a marriage feheme ^ but 
thou waft never more deceived in thy 
life, than in imagining that I intend to 
get my neck into the noofe. 

Why then not fuffer Harry Ca¬ 
rey to intangle himfelf in it as foon as 
poflible 

Why, bccaufc I have another in 
my eye for Mifs Neville, whom I lliall 
be gracloufly pleafcd, on certain con- 
fiderations^ to introduce to her./ At 
the fame time that I lhall make^ this 

ferve 
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lerve as an und^r-plot to my delign 

upon Emily Clifford. 

Already I perceive my plan begins 
to operate. The firft thing 1 endea¬ 
voured, was to gain the confidence of 
Lady Neville, in which I fucceeded to 
a miracle, and have luggefted tohera 
hundred reafons, againll the expedi* 
cncy of marrying her daughter to 
Harry Carey, for whom 1 find (he was 
intended ; though this has been kept a 
fecret from the young people, in order 
to fee what turn their defires would 
take, and to try whether ihe young 
fellow would prove himfelf worthy of 
fuch an heirefs, as Mifs Neville will 
be. It is upon this ground that I' have 
hitherto worked.—I have alfo gained 
the confidence of Harry Carey, to 
whom 1 have given llrong hints of his 
being fecretly beloved by Mifs Clif¬ 
ford, which have already had fome 
effe^.t, and cannot fail of being greatly 
inflrumental in bringing about the 
noucementj which the arrival of Emily, 
thofagh %ot quite fofoon as Lexpedted. 

willhaftcp. 

K 6 Nowv 
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Now, Jack, doft thou not begin to 
perceive, that there is no ground for 
luppofing me to have any delign upon 
the pcrfon or fortune of Mifs Neville ? 
Indeed; if I had, the matter would 
not be brought to bear; and 1 Ihould 
be glad to transfer all my claims to 
another. 

The means I have taken, for pre¬ 
venting the lovers from coming to¬ 
gether, are fuch as will produce them 
indeed much anxiety; but 1 am per- 
fuaded, they never will know to whom 
they are indebted for the favour; 
while their parents, on the other hand, 
will thank me for my kindnefs, and 
thus I lhall be applauded, for follow¬ 
ing my own inclinations. 

When wilt thou. Jack, be half fo 
happy in thy invention ? I grant in¬ 
deed, that under direction thou doll 
well enough.; thou arc tolerably well 
calculated to perform an under part; 
but Nature never intended thee 
principal a6tor in any intrigues, either 
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of love or of bufincfs. No, there thou 
muft yield to me; As indeed, who 
muft not ? But, as time will convince 
thee of this truth, infinitely better than 
all I can fay, I fhall refer thee to that 
period, which perhaps is not far* diC- 
tanr, when thou wilt allow, that in 
matters of this kind, Machiavel him- 
felf, if living, could never have proved 
himfclf fuperior to 

GEORGE CASSWELL. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLVIII. 

FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

August 15. 

o N E would almoft imagine, Jack, 
that thefe good and wile people at 
Neville-Place, were In a fcheme agaiirfi 
thcmfelves; or, as my friend Ba) cs 
has it, That Prince Vollcius had 
laid a plot againft Prince Volfcius/' 
It feems, that Mifs Neville has made 
Ifabella Clifford a confidante, whofc 
delicacy, and fear of being led into 
any meafure, that might appear to be 
a violation of the laws of hofpitality, 
(together with her great regard for her 
dear Cecilia) has occafioned her to 
write an impertinent fort of a letter to 
Harry,, upon the fubjeft ; which, at 
the fame time, that it rends to confirm 
all 1 faid, by. making him think the 
girl jealous, has fo far touched his 
jrafcible qualities,, that he car^fcarftely^ 
keep them within bounds^ re-- 

turned 
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turned her a (harp kind of anfwer, 
"Which is of fuch a nature (fqr I have 
feen the copies of both letters) as I am 
ilire muft put her into a fine glow of 
vexation. I find alf;, thatfhe intends 
^ quit us focn ; bu** her lifter is to re¬ 
main herethefe two months. Thisal- 
fo is the very thing I wanted, and can¬ 
not fail of anfwering my expeftations, 
•both in* preventing Harry Carey’s 
marriage with Mifs Neville, and in- 
forwarding my defigns upon the other 
girJ^ whole temper does not appear to 
be at all fufpicious, though flic is of a 
very ferious turn, and occafionally 
valtly lentimentai,. as it is faftiionable 
for us all to be here, and to which, 
even I, in certain particular cafeSj^ 
have no great obje( 5 lion» 

Harry has juft now been with me, 
to confute what he fhall do, in the 
prefenc ftate of his affairs,—What an 
unaccountable creature man is •, and 
how he deals in contrarities ? You 
aretto underftand, that Mifs Clifford, 
‘m wi^Afrecious billet, adviftd him ro 

acbpt 
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adopt the remedy of abfcncc; at this 
he was tnuch offended; yet he liftened 
very patiently to me, whilft I prefcri- 
bcd the very fame remedy, which he 
Tim feems difpofed to adopt. This it 
is to have aperfnafive method; to'a 
perfon poffelfed of this gift, men are 
but mere machines or puppets, which 
he plays at will, and they are almoft 
always fure of effefting wuatfoevfr' 
they undt rtake. This may be proper¬ 
ly concluded to be the fource of that 
fuccefs which fome people fo con- 
fiantly meet with, and which fools at¬ 
tribute to fortune or good luck ; for 
my part, I was always of that opinion, 
and wnts have generally turned our 
accordingly. But, as I think I have 
faid enough on this fubjedt, to con¬ 
vince thee of my fuperior underftand- 
ing in this fcience, I (hall take leave 
of thee for theprefent, having but juft 
room to fubferibe myfelf, 

Thine, 

GEORGE 

LETTER 
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LETTER XI.IX. 


MISS EMILIA CLIFFORP. 




T O 


MRS. S E AY E L L, 




J 


August 16. 


E S, my dear madam, I hope I 
fliall always jufcify your opinion ot me, 
by regulating my rondudt by the dic¬ 
tates of lealbn, and furely it would 
have been moft unreaionablc in me, to 
have given the Jeaft encouragement, 
to the acldrefles of a man, whom I did 
nor, whom I could not love. Never 
fhall I entertain the thought of enter¬ 
ing into the matrimonial ftate, with 
any one whom I cannot abfolutely 
prefer to all the reft of his fex. I 
know not that I have yet feen that per- 
fon. You know I fcorn afteftarion. 

I'liere is a gentleman, indeed, of the 
name’ of Morley, who has made fome 

me; but they have been 
atccompanied with a fort of diffi¬ 
dence 
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dence (b uncommon in genriemen of 
his prof<d!ton> (f>r be is a rrulicary ot> 
ficer) that 1 could not but tliink. there 
muft be fon;ethtngextraordinary in the 
matter; and 1 have received hints, in 
coniequiT.cc of an enquiry which 1 
made, that he has ibmc other en^s^e- 
ment* I afTumed not to mvleli, in¬ 
deed, the right of learning .ihe 
culars of this matter.^ but ever fince I 
have been fliy of his company. 
Whether his own lecret hearr, has 
fuggetlcd to him the realbn, i know 
nor ; but I alTure you, I efterm my- 
ll*lf not a little happy, in being de¬ 
livered from the likelihood of any f.i; • 
iher trouble from either of the^c gen¬ 
tlemen by my removing hither.—To 
the firft, indeed, I have given what I 
call a final anfvvcr, but as 1 find he dots 
not chule to efleem it fuch, I might 
ftill have been perfecuted by Ifim j the 
laft, has the appearance of being fo 
refpeAable a lover, that though jc ia 
eafy to reftrain him from any,forward- 
nefs in his addrefles \ yet, it th^ 

fame reafon, almoft impolllble to get 

• « 
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rid of cheai; the more fo, as 1 have 
feme date fince given him to under* 
ftand) that 1 would not rec^rive him as 
a lover, but Ihoutd be glad of his 
fi%»ndihip i he then told me, be hoped^ 
fijdCC that was my fituatlon for the 
prtfenr, 1 would content to admit his 
vififs as a fender friend; (that was his 

^ Ihculd, at that 
very time, have been careful to have 
extinguiihed all his hows, but then I 
was not acquainted with the circum- 
llance, which 1 have informed you oL 
As I wzOi not to difiecnblr, 1 will like- 
wile frankly own to you, that though 
I never entertained the paflion of love, 
for any man, yet he had my efteem; 
and what faither progrefs he might 
have made, was unknovvn, even to 
myfelf *, but all fuch ideas are vaniflied 
now, and it is doubtlefs, a Iiappy cir- 
cumftance for me, that I never loved 
him. 

When I laft faw you, dear madam, 
I i?nd^.v;f? 3 ttred to give you fome idea 
of the company that 1 was to enjoy at 

Neville- 



212 The Embarrassed Lovers. 

Neville-PIace, which I found every way 
to anfwer the defcription my filler had 
given me. Our fituaiion is more than 
agreeable, and notwithllanding fomc 
private purf lits of thofe who make 
our parties, as they arc too polite^ 
well as too generous, to mix the confi- 
deration of them with our general 
pleafurc's, we may property’' 
to be happy. 

Yefterday Sir John propofed our 
going to pay a vifit to Mr. Barton, a 
gentleman who refides at the diftance 
of about two miles from Neville-Place. 
As it was a fine day, we all agreed to 
wa/ky and we did not repent of the re- 
folution, the country all around us 
breathing fweets, and the fruits pre- 
fenting us with a profpeft, which, in 
my opinion, rivals if not exceeds that 
of fpring, even in her gayeft drefs and 
brighteft bloom. Flowers are indeed 

O 

agreeable, they arc Nature’s gaudy 
livery-, but when wc confider that 
thefe are not the ultimate 
they arc only the prelude to what we 

are 
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are to expert, it will certainly give us 
the higher idea of the works of the 
Great Creator, conlidering them, (if I 
^ray ufe the expreflion,) as a pleating 
preface to a ftill more delighful 
Vhltlnne. You, my dear Mrs. Sewell, 
have offtn taken pains to inftru£b me, 
how mucif we are to contider the 
ty oPa'thing, when we fpeak of its 
beauty- This is certainly true of all 
the works of art. In this feene of na¬ 
ture I tind them both united, while the 
calm lerene mildnefs of the weather, 
inlpires me with a tranquil pleafure, 
which the varying face of I'pring, and 
the intenfe heats of fummer, never 
could communicate. 

If I am difpofed to thele kind of re- 
fle£bions, you will not wonder, my 
dear madam} ftill lefs will you admire, 
when 1 tell you, that beautiful as the 
tituation of Neville-Place is, I faw 
yefterday, in our expedition to Mr. 
Barton’s, what 1 thought ftill more lb; 
at lekf, ^he charms of novelty and va¬ 
riety (which in fpite of all that phi- 

lofophers 
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iofophers can fay, do certainly contri¬ 
bute highly to our happinefs here be¬ 
low, how rationally 1 will not deter¬ 
mine) thefe, I fay, led me to thinl^^rfo. 

Mr. Barton’s hoiife, which 'on the 
outflde is entirely plain, ar a without 
- ornament, is low, and Kts a 
■front, but ftands upon a great extent 
of ground, and has many acres of 
land belonging to it. It was about one 
o’clock in the afternoon, when we eh- 
tered this hofpitable mandon, the maf- 
ter of which received us with a hearty 
welcome *, though he appeared not to 
be fo polite as Sir John, whom he 
treats as a fuperior. If you weigh, 
my dear madam, a Ipeech which he 
made at dinner-time, you will at once 
conceive'his reafons for this manner of 
behaviour, and the general principles 
by which his adtions are governed. 

“ You, Sir John,” faid he, are a 
gentleman, and allied by birth 0> the 
nobles of this land; thofe iM2ft>res, who 
formerly, under the title of barons, 

' r mad? 
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-made fo great a figure m this country; 
it is your pLce therefore, as it is your 
glory, to be at the fame time hofpita- 
ule and magnificent. For my part, I 
cant^t boaft of fuch a line of anctftors, 
rri5r'^t;her, grandfatlicr, and great 
grandfatlS£*i indeed had a right to 
rank tlieniylves as gentlemen ; but 
when 1 trace my anceftors farther 
backward, 1 find them loft in the yeo¬ 
manry of England. Thus fituate, 1 
try always to adapt my manner of life 
to my pretenfions. As on the one 
hand, I cannot boaft of defeenr, fo I 
have no a.mbition to appear magnifi¬ 
cent to the public eye ; but as on the 
other hand, by the favour my grand¬ 
father was in with Charles the Second, 
our family acquired a plentiful for- 
tiine, fo 1 find myfelf obliged to keep 
u*p fo much of dignity, as relates to 
hofpitality, and endeavour to give at 
once, an idea of the gentlemen, and 
yeomanry of England.” 

0 

We we’fe entertained, both with 

freedom and politencls, at this hofpi- 

table 
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table manfion j Sir John exprefled his 
approbation in words, the reft of the 
company did the fame in their looks, 
Mr. Carey efpecially, who has eyes 
full of fenfibility, which always y^^eak 
the meaning pf his heart. 

After dinner, Mr. Barr* n invited us 
to go with him to his hertutfS^S', lo 
which we unanimoufly confented. 
After having walked through the gar¬ 
den and orchard, we entered a wood, 
whofe thick branches were fufficient to 
exclude the noon-day fun. When we 
were come near the middle of this 
wood; we perceived a little ruflic 
dwelling, whofe outfide was covered 
with fiiells, and embellilhed with 
gothic work* Entering here, we were 
ierved with wine, flicrbet, and fru*ts, by 
two young country maidens, who wcic 
placed there for that purpofe. From 
thence w'e proceeded acrofs a little in- 
clofure, to a grotto, which defeended 
by a gentle declivity, to a cavity that 
formed its indde, which was roofed 
with an arch of pumice, and all the 

vari^,;vs 
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various rude (tones that nature pro¬ 
duces, interfperfed here and there with 
Ihining fpar, and other mineral pro- 
duftions, artificial iceicles at the lame 
tintc depending from the roof, which 
g«rVpally defcended with the declivity 
of thWubterraneous dwelling. Such 
was the *>^rched roof; but the (ides 
wciX." r’v.wh more beautiful, being di- 
verfified with jafper, chryftal, and a 
number of Ihining (tones, that glitter¬ 
ed with peculiar luftre i the chryilals, 
in particular, though feemingly placed 
in the mod artlels manner, were yet (b. 
difpofed, that they appeared as fo 
many natural looking glades, which 
reflefted the forms 01 every thing 
around them. All of us much admired 
the beautiful fingularity of this piece of 
rufU^ work, which (unlike the ge- 
-i'(n;rality of grottos) was really con- 
Itruftcd on the mod jud principles, 
and in which there was nothing, how¬ 
ever agreeable, which might not allb 
have b^en found in a natural grotto. 
‘'But ^hile we were bufied in examining 
the different follils that compoled it, 
VoL. I. L Mr. 
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1Mr« BjHTton beckoned to a remote 
kmd of chamber, in this romantic 
place, winch was jo gloomy and dark, 
that the ladies v/ere alniolt afraid to 
enter it; but Sir John and Mr. Co¬ 
well leading the way^ we all foil^ 
for Ibme pates, till at length ^ft/^came 
to a fet of fteps, which appc^.cd to be 
hollowed out of the rude rodc,r<> ^i c 
we afcended, not without fome aiflicul- 
ty, the gentlemen afliftinj us, and 
Mr. Barton fmiling, thougli in a good 
natured manner, at our per} Icxity. 
On this gentleman’s preffing hard 
againft the lock—But I am interrupt¬ 
ed ; fo you will excufe me foi the 
prefent, my dear madam; and give 
me leave to afluie you, how much J 

am. 

Molt rcfpeflfully^ 

and moft finccrely, >ours, 

EMILIA CLIFFOilD. 


LETTER, 
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LETTER L. 

j;^OM THE SAME TO THE SAME. ' 

■ ■ A D n c 8 T 17. 

X 

Mr and Mr. Ca0vv(;ll, madam* 

WC 16 t!.w perfons that broke in upon 
my privacy j the former to communi¬ 
cate fome private affairs to me ; and* 
as to the latter* reully I believe he in. 
tends to become an humble fervant of 
mine ; as fuch therefore 1 am likely ro 
regard him for the future ; but this is 
foreign to the purpofc; I (hall pro¬ 
ceed wit!) my narrative* which 1 iup. 
pofe will prove agreeable to you.-^ 

^ Mr. Barton’s prefllng hard 
*agat^ the rocky roof of the grotto* a 
part of it gave way* and ycc were fur* 
prifed at its difcovering an entrance into 
a fpacious apartment in the ftory above, 
whiclK^as magnificent beyond de- 
^crij^n. This was not, however* 
by any ineans in the ruftic mode quite 

L a iS’ the 
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4the coiiCrary; it was a room conftrufted 
.in the moil elegant modern manner. 
.Pillars, whofe frizes and capitals were 
gold, fupported a rich fuper-ftruc- 
ture, that feemed to afpire to «the 
cloads'} but one half of which^'Vvas 
hidden by the appearance of^^rimfon 
curtain. The whole terminated above 
in an azure canopy, which rclt^mbled 
the heavens. The walls of this apart¬ 
ment were almoll entirely lined with 
looking glafs; nor did it want for 
light, which it received by day from 
iix large windows, none of which had 
been perceptible to us in the garden, 
Btcauie they fronted the fields, from 
whence we had the profpeA of a beau¬ 
tiful country. Here we drank tea, 
iervants appearing at the ringing of a 
little filver Dell, as if by cnchanc'’''*nt; 
and when we left the place, to WuiX'iri 
the gardens, Mr. Barton engaged us to 
return thither to fupper. This we 
readily coniented to, though we did 
not then apprehend that the. '* would 
be fuch an addition made to the "oeauV 
ties of the apartment, as we after¬ 
ward^ 
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Tvards found to be the cafe. '^Whcn wc^ 
entered the room, we found ft glow^i^" 
ing with light, though there was not- 
the leaft appearance of a chandelier, a 
fcqnce, or even a candle, from whence ' 
the ^illumination proceeded. The.blue 
canojsj' now appeared ftudded with 
ftarS) wi.fv^h emulated even theluftre^ 
of thofe that deck the heavens. The 
floor was covered all over with a green 
carpet of (ilk, wrought in fuch a man¬ 
ner, as to refembic the verdant mea¬ 
dows, interfperled with flowers^ na¬ 
ture’s own delicate embroidery. I’hc 
whole fcene was charming beyond ex- 
predion, and two gentlemen and their 
ladies, who had joined us, begun by 
walking a minuet in the moft graceful 
manner. . Mr. Carey had the honour 
of Cecilia Neville’s hand; and mine 
rfven to Mr. CalTwell, while Sir 
' Johh danced with the third lady, who 
being a middle-aged woman, was the 
bed fuited to his years, of any in the 
company. All things were conduffed 
wi^b«<ffe greatcd decorum and when . 
we were tired with dancing, one of the. 

L 3 crimfoD 
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crtmibn curtains, riling up as it were 
of itfeif, 'jMrefented another apartment 
to dut'^ew, where an elegant enter- 
taimnent s,was pmvided, as if it had 
DCeO' got ready by invilible hands. 
This was a new and agreeable furpj^'^f 
to us all, and we could not bnt'^ive 
the greateft applaule, to tl^ contri¬ 
vance our hoft made ufe of, thus 
nobly to enuittain his gueflis, at the 
fame time that we admired, how the 
fortune of a private perfon could fup* 
port thefe expences, and rival even 
nobles in' the elegance of His arrange¬ 
ments, when he pleafed, at the fame 
time that he profvllbd the' greateft 
plainneft-, and' icarccly pretended even 
to the rank of A gentleman. But this 
difficulty was fid'vecT, by Mr. Barton 
hitnfelf, who give us tO' underhand, 
not only that his grandfather had ^ 
joyed a place of ccmilderable profit at 
court, but alfo that his father had ac¬ 
quired a very - confiderabte (hare of 
wealth, by ' the South-fea feheme, 
switch proved the ruin of fb rnanyA*'-! 
found that' Mr« Barton employed this 

■wealth , 
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wealth in a very laudable manner, asbew 
fideshis fubferibing to ibme public cha> 
rities, he alio made leveral private dio* 
nations to diltrefled families,' vrhich 
rendered him much beloved- in the 
cc. nty that he lived in j even Sir 
John-f imfelf has been rivalled by him ; 
yet as this was the emulation of good- 
nefs, it produced no- eoolnefs between 
them, though they emulated each 
other in benevolence, as fome people 
do in extravagance. The conteft on- 
cither hand, migiit be coniidered as: 
nearly equal,, as Mr. Barton exceeded, 
in fortune, as to ready money ^ but 
Sir John, in his edate and expe£ta« 
tions. The humility of the’ former,, 
which was not at all affedled, pleafed 
me much, and ieemed to be particu* 
larly^greeable to Sir John, of whom, 
is to be flattered in any way, it 
may be faid to be in this. Refinement 
of fuch a kind, indeed, might not be 
expe<ded from one, who is fo fund of 
adbptjljig the manners of an Englifh 
jiaaman} but it has more than once 
be^ obferved, by perfons that k-now 

L 4. life. 
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life, that thole who profcfs lead:, 
often do the mod;; and that the moll 
wealty, are feldom the perfons that 
make the greatell boad of their ac* 
quidtions. 

It was not till pad twelve o’c^p^k at 
night, that we left this beautiful place i 
when we were not a little concerned, 
at the confideratioh, that it was a dark 
night, and we had no carriages in 
waiting. But this didiculty was foon 
obviated by Mr. Barton, who informed 
us, that he had beds in his houfe, 
which by his order were prepared for 
his gueds. Our walk therefore was 
but a very Ihort one, and we were 
happy to find chambers ready for us, 
where every thing was let in the great- - 
ed order. I could not have thought 
indeed, that this houfe was capaolif ^ 
accommodating us fo well} but Mr. 
Barton poirelles the art, of concealing 
the mod refined elegance, under the 
appearance of rural limplicity. In 
truth, it is his endeavour to be 
dered as the objefl of no man’s en^ly,' 

while 
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while his conduft is fuch, as mult 
naturally excite every man’s emola> 
tion. Sir John is difpofedl’ to conlider 
him in this light, and from thOnce 
arifcs the harmony that fubfifts be¬ 
tween them. 

1 am now requefted to attend my 
filler, you will therefore, my dear 
madam, excufe me, andp^miemeta 
alTure you, how finceitly I fliall re^ 
main. 


Ever yours, 

EMILIA CLIFFORD. 



LETTER:" 



_ Tf 

220 Tife E^l^ffARItASSKD LOVERS'. 


LETTER LI. 

FR^ THE SAME TO THE SAME. 

9 

Sept. i. 

Xf a young woman’s vanity can be 
flattered, my dear madam, this will be 
the cafe with mefrom the generality 
of the company here I am perpetually 
receiving com^ments, and Mr. Ca& 
fwell is fo particular with me, that 1 
have already fet him down as a lover. 
This young gentleman’s charafber has 
been formerly thought to be rather 
dubious, that is to fay, he has been 
charged with feme youthful extrava¬ 
gances which were not agreeable to 
his parents; but to them he has lince 
been reconciled, and appears at pre- 
fent in the charadber of a fine gentle¬ 
man, which he is well calculaU *■'to. 
fupport. Lady Neville, who is juft 
now recovered from her indifpofition,is 
exceiCve good company, and Mr. 
Carey behaves with a kind oLtender 
politenefs to us women, which mk 

properly 
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properly called the charafkeriftic of^ 
his nature. 


Mifs Neville yefterday betrayed a 
kind of fecret of his, for which we- 
were all much obliged to her. That 
young lady gave us to underftand that 
he was a poet, and in proof of bet af* 
fertion produced fomc verfes written ♦ 
by that gentleman on,a lingular cir* 
cumftance which occurred during the 
conteil between the Georgians and the 
Ottoman Porte, a copy of which I 
fend you, Madam, that you may the 
better judge of the genius and tafte of 
the writer.— 

Wheue eaftern forefts high difplay'd' 
Exclude the n€M>ii-tide ray. 

Beneath a tamarifle's green fliade 
A beauteous virgin lay. 

Tow-*ijd8 Georgian lands andXcfflts’^ CoW’ra 
c..e call a mournful eye; 

And, mindful of her native bowers. 

Heav’d fall the gulhing ligh* 

And oft (he call’d on Mirza’s name^. 

Oh, youth, for ever dear I 

thou, (be cry’d, my vows to claims 
**lThe meed of love linccre?. 

h 6 


« Ah! 
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Ah I no this the favage foe 
Has (hed thy noble life 1 
Deem’d not to view thy country's woe, 
Ni^ mourn thy ravifh’d wife : 

She toftern Othman’s realm convey’d 
The defp'rate choice muft prove. 

To fink at once in death’s dim (hade, 

, •• Or meet detcRed love. 

Ye Georgian and Circaffian fwains, 

** Deplore my hopelcfs doom; 

The hand that defolates your plains, 

“ Prepares your Abra’s tomb. 

in 

And lo ! the hoftile bands appear, 

** Bright gleaming from afar. 

** In vain 1 mk for (helcer here 
“ From all-dcftroying,war. 

Then, with dillraded air (he rofe, 

And beat her lovely breaft; 

Meanwhile unutterable woes 
Her tearful eyes exprefs’d. 

Trembling (he flies; but flies in vain. 

The warriors ftill purfue ; 

0*er hill and dale, and fpacious pla^ 
They keep her ftill in view. 

Painting, at length the virgin bride 
On earth’s cold lap is feen. 

Attendant warriors atber fide 

Quick raife her from the greem 4 
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But no dread foe thofe e 3 res beheld } 
Brave Mirza’s fe]f was there j 
Alive, vidlorious from the field. 

He clafp’d the blooming fair. 

To Georgia*s land, in happy hour. 

Again the bride was led; 

She hail'd with joy her native bowV, 

And bicfs'd her Mirza's bed. 

You will not doubt but that we 
profelled ourfelves much obliged to 
the lady for this little breach of trult, 
which fhe took much pains to excufe 
to Mr. Carey, who I believe heartily 
forgave her for what did him lb much 
honour ■, and all we continued in high 
good humour after this difcovery,which 
contributed not more to the pleafure of 
any one, than it did to that of - 

Madam, 

Your mod: Gnccre, &c. 



EMILIA CLIFFORD. 

LETTER 
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HENRY CAREY, ESQ^ 

TO 

CHARLES MORLEY, ESQ^ 

Serr. 10. 

I AM reduced now to the laft necef- 

lity, my dear friend j I have loft all 
my refolution^ and know not which 
way to adt. I am beloved at once by 
two deferving females ; this is a cir- 
cumftance which fome might think a 
happy one; but I am not inclined to 
fucn an opinion; on the contrary, I 
chink myfclf mod unfortunate on that 
account. On the one hand, whilft I 
profefs the moft ardent love to Mifs 
Neville, and receive from her the af- 
furance of her regard for me, *1 have 
the greateft reafon to fuppofe ihat*tny 
love will never be brought to an hap- 

K y ilTuewhilft on the other hand, 
iifs Clifford’s unhappy palfion for 
me, cannot but produce bad 

confcqv^n(^ 
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confequenccs to me, and is likely to 
make that lady mircrable. 

Thcfe two circumftances have, in 
effect, broken the union which reigned 
in this happy family. Lady Neville’s 
coolnefs towards me incrcafes. I can¬ 
not lift my eyes with any confidence 
up to Sir John. Mifs Clifford’s com¬ 
pany I avoid, as Ihe does mine, with 
a ftudious exaflnefs. Her filler in¬ 
deed appears more communicable. 
Mr. CalTvvell, of whom at his firft 
arrival here, I had been taught to en¬ 
tertain no very favourable opinion, is 
now became the only perlon with 
whom 1 can hold a free and friendly 
correfpondence. His advice is ai- 
fence as a cure for my unfbrtunate 
paHion, but if I fhould take this 
counfcl; I mull depart fuddenly and 
,>^«ce(ly, left the remedy ihould other- 
wife prove worfe than the difeafr. 
But except this remedy, I fee none 
that can be adopted. 1 have no- 
thins Irft but to gain this painful vic- 
j^e^^ver my own heart; and rather 

1 confent 
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confent to be unhappy myfelf, than 
to make my beft friends fo. In the 
mean time, I have letters of my 
uncle’s, which I know not how to 
anfwer. That worthy man, is even 
now felicitating himfelf, on the high 
favour he foppofes me to be in with 
Sir John, and is laying down plans for 
my future fuccefs in life, all which I 
Ihall at once defeat -a circumftance 
that muft naturally give him much 
anxiety. And thus is my heart torn 
at once with athoufand perplexities. 

I find Mifs Ifabella Clifford is juft 
gone, and that too with very little cc> 
remony. And Mr. Caffwell tells me, 
what indeed I might wdl fufped, that 
I am the c lufc of her departure. Sure 
I am born for the injury of all that 
know me! My thoughts are quite 
diftrafted, and every day prodyfes^ 
ibmething that adds to my uneafinefs.' 
Adieu ! my friend, I need not defire 
you to pity the cafe of your unhappy 

HENRY 
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LETTER LIII. 

JAMES MAYNARD, ESQ. 


T O 


* ' • 


HENRY CAREY, ESQ;; 

September 5. 

Yo U R nience, my dear kinfman» 
afflicts me. As 1 am not accuftomed 
to tty I cannot but fuppole it to be, 
owing to fome fecret grief, which 
preys upon your Ipirits. Certainly, 
you cannot fo far forget yourielf, as 
to indulge and fofter in your bdfom, 
a ftrange paillon for an objedt, that 
you never but once let your eyes upon, 
and polTibly may never in your life 
time behold again. I doubted nor, 
b ut that ^he good company and plea> 
•^re, you enjoyed at Nevillc-PIace, 
would banilh all fuch ideas from your 
mind, indead of which, I fear the con¬ 
trary is the ca(e. If 1 have not con- 

tell me fo} confide 
me, vsy gbod nephew, that 1 may 

have 
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have it in my power the more effec¬ 
tually to fcrve you. You may be 
fure, at lead, that I, of all mankind, 
will be the laft to abufe the confidence 
of a near and dear relation, and a 
friend. At any rate, let me me hear 
from you. It would be unkind to 
fuppofe that your filence had not a 
caufe } whatever that caufe then may 
be,, certainly you cannot run the rifque 
of injuring yourfelf,. by communicap 
ting It to 

Yoor affeAionate kinfman, 

JAMES MAYNARD. 


LETTER 



The EaIbarraessd'Lovers. 


LETTER LIV. 


SIR JOHN NEVILLE, 


T o 


MRS. CLIFFORD. 

SErTrMBBK 4. 

X Do not know, madam, how I Ihall 
addrds you upon a circumilance 
which fo nearly concerns us both ^ 
yoUi as Mifs Emily is your relation, 
y, as fhe was my gueft. But long 
prefaces, to matters of this nature, 
are tedious, as they are ufelefs. I am 
forry to inform you, that this youns 
lady has fuddenly difappeared, and if 
fhe has not returned to you, (which I 
fuppole not to be the cafe) flic is gone, 
no PQs/knows whither. I have a 
hundred fufpicions, indeed^ but 1 
cannot find any thing that amounts to 
a proof. 1 can only inform you, that 
Mr. Carey, gentleman for whom I 

. hkheft regard, de- 
the lame day. Various 

meflengers 
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mellengers have been difpatched, but 
none of them could bring tidings of 
either. I therefore thought it proper, 
to fend }it>u the earlieft account ot this 
matter, that you may take fuch 
meafures as you think mod proper, 
in an afiair of fuch an alaiming na¬ 
ture, and you may dipcnd that 
nothing will be omitted in thif cale, 
by, madam. 

Your mod obedient fcivant, 

JOHN NEVILLF- 





The Embarrasses Lovers. 237 


LETTER LV, 

MRS. CLIFFORD, 

T 0 

SIR JOHN NEVILLE. 

September io« 

Yo UR letter, Sir John, contains 

what is indeed alarming. The edu¬ 
cation given to the Mifs Cliffords, 
was managed in fuch a manner, that 1 
thought proper to leave them to them- 
felves, as not apprehending, that I 
had any thing to fear from fuch a con- 
duft. It is impoffible to exprefs roy 
concern.' for the miftake which, I 
. fe^r,»lj(nave in this refp^ committed. 
1 have leen nothing of Emily, fince 
fhe had the honour of becoming your 
gueft; and what afflicts me (^<11 more, 
is, that prefent ab • 

! fenc, ^MTWwm alone I could exped 
to tmng that might throw the 

ikaft 
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{eaft light upon the affair. I cannot 
bpt adk.nowiedge tnyfelf greatly obliged 
to you. Sir John, tot the eatly notice 
you have given me, of an aifaii, which 
It was out of y out powei to prevent. 
You need not doubt, of my taking the 
mod; proper methods, to come at the 
lource of this accident. In the mean 
time, 1 have the moft grateful lenic of 
yourcondift, and am, VMth gicat le* 
gaid, fir, 

Your mod obedient, 

humble fervant, 

MARY Cm-IORD. 
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